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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


To the Church at CAMBRIDGE 
is New-England, 
AND 
Zo the STUDENTS of the Colledge there; 


Right Warſhipfull, Reverend, and dearly 

| Beloved. 

HERE have been few Churches 
in the Waild fo lifted up ro Hea- 
ven in Reſpe& of a Succeflion of 
Supereminent Miniſters of the 

; Goſpels the Church in Cembridge 

ha's been. Hooker, Shepard, Mitchel, Oakes (all of 

them yours ) were Gre: Ligh;s, You know that 
if L:ght ha's been brought into a Room, when ic 
is Removed, the Place becomes Darker, than if 
never any ſuch Lizht had been chere. A Learned 

Pen in an Epiſtle De4::atory to the 

Inhabitants of Boſton in L:incoinſhire D | 

puts them in mind of what anHap- _ prefixed 

py People they ance were, while ht Dr 


under the Teaching of Mr. Cotton 
A 2 who 


Dr. Tucknes 


4 The Epiſtle Dedicatory- 
who was from them removed to plant Churches 
jor Chiilt, in' this American Delſart : And pray's 
them to Conſider, ©'{ hat as Empires and King- 
* doms, fo particular Churches have had their 
© Periods. Bethel has proved a Beth bawen : In 
* after rimes we ting young profane Mockers in 
© Bethel, and fſcorntul Neuters in Perwel, Go to 
© $bilob ; think of the ſometimes Glorious Church- 
* es in Aſia. ſays he. And he adds, That he had 
© on purpole viſited ſome places, where God had 
© before Planted His Churc'1, and a Faithiu} Mi- 
* niftry, to ſee, it He could Ditcern any Footſteps 
" and Remembrances of 1uch a Mercy, and Lo, 
* they were all overgroum with Thorns, and Nettles 
* bad over covered the Face thereof, and the Stone-wall 
© thereof is Broken down. And as he further well 
* oblerves, when the Lord has been provoked to 
* remove the Candleſtick, He is very hardly in- 
" Juced to Reſtore it again. The Ark never re- 
* turned to the ſame Place, fiom whence it was 
* in a way. ol Judgment removed, and the Glory 
* of the Lord, when after ics Gradual Removes, 
* was at Jalt quite gone from the Fir#t Temple, was 
* not Reſtored in the Second, till Chrilt's &w/t Co- 
* ming, nor Will it be in this their Rejection, till 
© Ilis Seccnd. Mercy forbid that ſuch Things as 
thele ſhould be veritied in New: England, or in 
Can bridge 1 That this may not be your Caſe, it 
concerns you not wantonly to play or fighs by the 
Light y<t remaining, buc to make the Beft Im- 
prov.m.nt of your prelyat Adzantages, giviog al 
ug 
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due Encouragement to that Worthy Perſon, who 
is now over you in the Lord. 

Concerning your Famous Paſtor, Mitchel, || 
conteſs, I had the Happinels of a ſpecial Intima- 
cy with him, in his Life time, nor Jo. 1 know 
any one Death ( that of natural Relations except- 
cd ) that «y.r has bcen ſo Grievous and Athictive 
to my Sp'ri:, as was bis. By rcalon of his Emi- 
nent Parts and Picty, he had an happy Influence 
on all theſe Churches, Many of th:zm tare the 
better at this Day, becauſe the Preachers whom 
they are now Inf{tructed by, whilſt S:udenrs at the 
Colledze, lived under his Miniltry. The Coledge, 
Cambridge, New England may Glory, that ever 
ſuch an One had his Education there ! As for the 
Deſcription of . his Life, by my SON Emitted 
herewith, I have nothing to fay concerning the 
Writer, or this Endeavour of his, becauſe of. my 
Relation to him ; Only, that ir is what he could 
Colle&, whether by Intormations trum thoſe that 
knew that Excellent man, or from his private 
Manulcripts, which he had the peruſal of, Ie is 
not without the Providence of Chiiſt, that it 
ſhould be Commir:ted to the Preſg, at /uch « 
Time, when th:re are Apgitations about ſome Þ1/* 
ciplinary Queſtions amonglit your ſelyes. What the 
Judgmene of that Man of God was, you have in 
the ſubſcqu<nt Relation of his Lite preſented to 
your view.. 

The Original Manuſcript Written by Mr. 
Mitchel 8s own Hand, I have by me. Whether 
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6 The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
he committed his Thoughts to W1iting, with any 
Deſign of Publication, or for the fatisfation of 
_ Perſons in a more private way, I know not : 
ut it is now Evicent, that when his Spirit was 
inclined chereunto, Heaven deſigned his Medita- 
tions ſhould be brought into publick view. Whilſt 
he was Living, you that were ot his Flock, had 
C and conſidering his great Worth and Wiſdom, 
It would have been a Reproach to you, it you 
had not had ) a.1 high Eſteem of his Judgment. 
Being Dead be yer ſpeaketh to you,out of his Grave. 
Thoſe of you that Retain > Living Remembrance 
of him, in your Hearts, win eafily diſcern fome- 
ehing of Mr. Mitchcls Spiric, in the way of his 
Arguing. He does therein ( according to his 
wonted manner ) expreſs himſelf with great Cau- 
fion and Prudence, avoiding Extreams, in the Con- 
troverted Subjeft. It cannot be denied ; but that 
there has been an Error in ſome Churches, who 
bave made this or that Mode to be a Divine Inſts- 
twtion, which Chriſt has not made to be ſo : And 
char there has been an unjuſtityable Severity, in 
Impoſing Circumſtentials not Inſticuted, whereby 
lome cruly Gracious Souls have been Diſcouraged 
from Offering themſelves tro joyn in Fellowſhip 
with ſuch Churches. Thus ir has been, when an 
Oral Declaration of Faith and Repentaxce has been 
Enjoyned on all Communicants, and that before 
the hole Congregation; when as many an Hums- 
ble Pious Soul has not been Gifted with fuch 
Confidence, So likewiſe has it been, when an y— 4 
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The Fyiftle Dedicatery. 7 
at Account of the The and Manner of Carverfion 
has been Required: Whenas there have been mnl- 
ticudes of true Believers ( ſuch eſpecially as have 
been advantaged with a Religious Education ) that 
the Seed of Grace has ſprung up in 
their Souls, rhey know not bow Mark My. Baxter 
4. 27. Mr. Baxter relates, that he af preſent 
was once at a Meeting of many B4f*4/m- P-, 
Chriſtians as Eminent for Holineſs, as **9» 133+ 
moſt in the Land, of whom divers 
were Mmifters of Great Fame ; And it was deſi- 
red, that every one ſhould give an Account of the 
Time and Manner of his Converſion, and there 
was but One of them all, that could do it. And 
( ſays he ) 1 Amnerr from my Heart, that 1 neither 
know the Day nor the Year, when I began to be fiw- 
cere. For Churches, then to expeRt an Account 
of thet from all, that they Rec:ive into their 
Fellowſhip, is Usſcripturs, and Unreaſonable. Ne- 
vertheleſs, it concerns them to Beware of the o- 
ther Extreeam of Laxweſs in Admiſlion unto the 
Lord's Holy Table. You know that your Paſtor 
Witehel had a Latitude in his Judgment as to 
the Subjet of Baptiſm ( as allo Dr Ames, Mr. 
Catron, and others of the Congregational Perſwaſe- 
on had, ) but as to Admiſſions to the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper. I know no man, that was 
more Conſciennouſly careful to keep ; 
perſons from partaking therein than was be. . As 
for this or that Mode in Examining of Perſons, 
that offer themſelves v be Communicants in 

4 our 
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eur Churches, whether it ſhall be by a more 


continned Relation of the Work ot Grace, in their 
Hearts, or by Queftims and Anſwers (as was pra- 
Riſod in the Church at Hartford in Mr. Hookers 
rime, and which may poflibly be as Edifying a 
way, as the former ) or whether the Perſons de- 
ſigning to partake in the Lord's Supper, ſhall De- 
clate their Experienccs Orally, or in Writing, are 
Prudentials, which our Lord has left unto Church- 
es to Determine as they thall find moſt expedient 
for their own Ediftcation. Nevertheleſs the Swb- 
fence of the Thing ( viz. either 4 Relation, as *tis 
cailed, or an Equivalent ) ought to be inſiſted on. 
Churches are bound in Duty to Enquire, not on- 
ly into the Kzowledge and Orthodoxy, but into the 
Spiritual Eftate of thoſe whom they Receive into 
tull Communion in all the Ordinances of Chriſt. 
Some have thought, chat ſuch Qualifications are 
not to be expected from Childres born in the 
Church, as from Strangers; but they never had 
mhat Opinion our of the Scripture, which ſays 
expreſſy concerning them that would Eat the Paſ- 
ver, that, There i» One Law to him that is Home- 
horn, and to the Stranger. Exod. 12. 49. Numb. 9. 
14. Wheretore in the Plattorm of Dil- 
Cape. 13 Cipline it is ſaid, The like Trial is to be 
$7- - Required of ſuch Members of the Church as 
were born in the ſame, or Received theirr Memberſwp, 
and were Baptiſed im their Infancy, or Mmerity, by 
auirtue of the Covenant of thetr Parents, when 
grin wp ts jears of Diſcretion, they ſuall deſire to be 


made 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 9: 
made Partakers of the Lords Table, wnto which, br. 
cauſe Holy Things are not to be given to the Unwor” 
thy, therefore ut 1s Requiſite, that thoſe as wel as other® 
ſhowld come to their Trial and Examination, and mas» 
wifeſt their Faith and Reyentance by an open Profe 
— before they —— 10 the ds - 
per, aud otherwiſe nct to be Admutted thereunto ; Thee 
are the worcs, in the Platfrm of Diſcipline, agreed 
unto by the Elders and Meſſengers ot the Chur- 
ches in the Synod at Cambridge ; In which Sywed, 
were Mr. Cotton, Mr. Rogers, Mr. Norton, Learned 
and Aged Divines, beſides many others of Great 
Eminency, It is not the Opinion of wen, but 
the Scripture which muſt decide the Controverſy. 
Neverthelcfs, the Judgment of thoſe Emment Di. 
wines who had deeply fcarched into thele Matters, 
is not to be lighted. Nor is the Private Sents- 
went of this or that perſon, to be laid in the Bal- 
lance, with the Judgment of a Synod, conſiſting of 
Perſons, of far greater Authority than any youn- 
ger ones pretended to be of a contrary Opinion, 
Nor is there wcight in that Allegation, that when 
a man declares his own Experiences, he Teſtifies con- 
cerning himſelf, and theretore his Teſtimony is. of 
no validity. By the ſame reafon it may be faid, 
Churches are not to Examine thoſe, that Effay to 
Joyn themſelves co them, about the ſoundneſs of 
their Faith, For they may ( as Ars Cid )) pro- 
fels, that they Believe Articles ot Faith, which 
God knows, they do not Believe, nor is there any 
thing but their own Teiiimony co prove that ay 
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do believe as they profeſs. But above all, their 
Notion is to be Rejected, as a Charch- | 
Principle, who Aflere that the Sacrament is a Con- 
merting Ordinance. Papifts, — and ſome o- 
thers, whom 1 forbear ro me have ſo taught; 
but their Hererodoxy has been abundamly Refu- 
ted, not only by Congregations] Writers, ſuch as 
Mr. fobn Beverly againſt Timpſon, but by Worthy 
Authors of the Presbyterian Perſwaſion, particular- 
ly by Mr. _ - in his Aron: Red, Dr. Drake in 
his Anſwer co Mr. Humpbrys, and Mr. Vines, in 
his Treatiſe of the Lord's Supper. If the Sacra 
mene were appointed to be a Converting Ordinance, 
then the moſt Scandalous perſons in the World, 
yea, Heathex people onght to have it Adminiſtred 
unto them, for we may not with-hold from them 
the Means appointed for their Converfon. The 
Scripture ſays, Let 4 man Examine bimſelf, and ſo 
het bim Eat of that Bread. 1 Cor. 11. 28. which 
dearly intimates, that if upon Examination, he 
finds himſelt in a State of Sm and Unregeneracy, 
he ought nor to Eat of that Bread, 

Blcfſed Mr. 9Þitchel would frequently Aferr, 
Thar it it thould paſs for Current Doarine in 
New Enzland, That all perſons Orthodox in Fudge 
ent, as tO matters of Fauh, and not Scandalous in 
Life, ought to be admitted to partake ot the 
Lerds Supper, without any Examination, concern- 
ing the Work of Sawing Grare in therr Hearts, it 
would be a Real Aneſftacy trom tormer Principles, 
and 2 Degereracy trem the Kefermation, —— 

a 
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The Epiſtle Dedieatory. ITY 
had attained unto. 1 am willing upon this Occar 
ſion, to bear my Teſtimony to the preſent Tewhs 
and to Leave it upon Record unto Poſterity ; noe 
knowing how ſoon the Lord Jeſus may by one 
Providence or other ( of which I have had feveral 
Warnings) remove me from my preſent Station 
among theſe Churches. The Arguments which 
have induced me to Believe and Teltity, as now 
I do, are fuch as theſe. 

7. Time was when Churches in iNew- England 
helieved there was cleer Scripture proof for the pra- 
ice we plead for. Particularly that Scripture, 
=_ - Io. 1 bave ne _—_ thy Righteouſneſs 

rom the great C «tion. And that, Pfal. 66.16. 
Come 1 hear the fear God, ant 1 will d- 
elere what be bas done for my Soul. And that 
Scripture, 1 Pet. 3.15. be ready alwsys to give an 
anſwer to every man that aihs you a reaſon of the 
bope that is in you, does by ;aft conſequence inti- 
mate as much as what we aſlert. Some have 
been bold to fay, that fince the Apoſtle in the 
place alledged, ipeaks of Believers Apologrzing for 
their Hope before Perſecutors, it is an abuſe of 
Scripture from thence to infer, that any thing ef 
that nature ought to be done tor the ſatisfaction 
of Churches. Bat Renowned Mr. Hooker in & 
Manuſcripe which I have ſ:en, anſwering the 
ObjeRions of ſome who diftiked the pratice of 
theic Churches,in Examining and Inquiring inte 
the = Eſtate of their Communicants, ( ef- 
pecially their requiring an account from the Chil- 
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dren of the Church ) argues Judiciouſly that if 
Chriſtians are bound to give an account of the 
grounds of their hope to Perſecutors, much more 
& Churches chat ſhall de ire it, So Mr. Shepard, 
the taithtul and tamous Paſtor of the Church in 
Cambridge, in his Anſwer to Mr. Bal, And to 
the fame purpole, in the Platform of Diſcipline it 
> interred, chat men muſt declare and ſhew their 
Repentance, and Faich, and EffeAual Calling, 
becauſe theſe are che reaſon of a. wellgrounded 
hope. Now tor any man co cbarge theſe Wor- 
ehies of the Lord, and the Platform of n—_— 
which abuſing Se-ipture when they made ſuch an 
Inference, is a very unbecoming preſumption. 
It was turmely thought, that Scripture Examples 
are not wanting to warrant the pratice of our 
Churches in this matter, lince Joby required thoſe 
whom he admitted to his Baptifm, ro make a 
Confetſiun of their Sins. And the Apoſtles ex- 
pected a Dcclaration of their Repenrance from 
ſuch as they admicted into the Primicive Church. 
Acts 2. 38. And Php Examined the Exnuch con- 
cerning tne-inc-ticy of hi; Faith. A#s 8. 37. 

2. That Principle which tends to bring perſons not 
duly qualified, ro pariaks in Holy Things, muſt needs 
be dijpleaſms to tbe Holy Lord Feſus Chriſt. Ho 
would have Þis Servants to Dftimguiſh betwixt the 
precious and the wile. Jer. 15. 19. And to Turs 6: 
way trom ſuch as have only the Form, and not the 
Power of God m:;5 1n them 2 Tim. 3- F- they that 
have oaly a Ductrma! Kiix''cdge, and an Externel 

Corrver- 
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Converſation ſrez from Scandal, without Regene- 
ration, have no more than a Form of Gedleneſs. If 
Chriſtians ſhould not make ſuch perſons their Fe- 
miltars, cently they ovght not to Admit them 
to their Sacred Communicy, It is a very ſolemn 
word, which the Lord has ſpoken, ſaying, Tew 
bave brought imo my Sanftuary Uncircumciſed in 
Heart, to bd in my Sauttwary to pllute it ; even in 
my Houſe, when you Offer the Bread and the Blod. 
No Stranger Uxcircumciſed is Heart, ſhall enter into 
my Sanituary. Ezek 44. 7,9. That man does but 
defile the SanQuary ot the Lord, that has not the 
Water of Separation ( the Blood of Chritt through 
Faith ) Sprinkled upon bim. Nurab. 19. 20. But this 


| Principle or Poſition, That perſons are to te ad- 


micred to the Table of the Lord, without Erqui- 
ring into their ficgeneration, tends to bring the 
Uncircumciſed in Heart, into the San#uary, Tf 
Churches ſhould negleR all Examinations concer- 
ning the Orthodoxy ot thoſe they Receive into their 
Communion ; would not that have a Natural Ten 
dency to bring Hererodox, and it may- be Hererical 
perſons into their Communion ' By a Parity of 
Reaſon, the Omitting all Enqurrier, as to the Spiri« 
tual Experiences of them that come to che Table 
of the Lord, has a Tendency to fill the SanQu- 
ary with thoſe, who never had any Experimental 
2 of the Things of God. 
3. Ti 
Fudge, that the Perſons whem they Adpi to the Lords 
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none are meet to partake of the Lords Supper, ex- 
cepting ſuch as have experienced a Saving Work of 
Grace. They muſt be ſuch as can and will, Exe 
xwine themſelves. x1 Cor. 11. 28. And therefore 
muſd have the Matter of Self-Exemination, which 
is Faith, Repentance, and Love, and other Graces. 
Thus ic was in the Primitive Apaſtolical Church, 
Atts 2. 47. The Lord added to the Churth dayly, ſuch 
45 ſbould k Saved, Churches are to reccive 
as the Lord has received, Rom. 14. 1,2,3. Such as 
are Unuted to Chrift, x Cor. 12. 29. 13 Thel. 1.1. 
Living Stones mult be in that Bualdang, 1 Pet. 2. 5. 
Made ready by a work of Divine Grace on and 
in chem, before they are laid there ; of which the 
4 Materials in Solomen; Temple were a Type, 
x King. 6. 7. They ought to be Semtr, and Eark- 
full im Chrift Feſus. Eph. 1. xz. How ſhall the 
Churches knew, that the Perſons who offer them- 
ſelves to their Communion are ſuch, unles they 
paſs under their Trial. Rev. 2. 2. It a man claim 
Right to a Privilege, and yer ſheweth no ſafficien 
Reaſon, he ought to be debarred until he can forme 
way or other prove his Claim. Ir is true, the 
Judgmenc of Churches is fallzble : Grace deing a 
Secree Thing, hid ia the Heart ; only Chrif fceth 
it : Churches cannat always diſcern the Tores 
from the Wbeer. Neverchcleſs, they may not will- 
ingly receive in Hypocrites, Bellarmin himſelf is 
fain to Confefs, as much as that comes to, When 
ſach were found in Churches in the Apoſtolical 
Tims, ic is ſaid, that they crepe in grivily ff waa« 
ATC, 
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wares, Gal. 2. 4. Jude 4. v. Which intimates unto 
ws, that they did not willingly admir ſuch into their 
Fellowfhip. When the Enemy fowed Tare: in 
the Field, a Culpable Sleepmy in thoſe, chat ſhould 
have been more Watchtul was the cauſe of it, 
Math. 13.25. They who objeR, that we ara 
bound in Cherity to believe, that the Perſons, who 
offer themſelves to our Communion, are Regene- 
rate, without ever making any Enquiry into their 
Spiritual Eſtate, may with as good Realon affirm, 
that we are bound in Charity to believe, that they 
are ſound in the: Faith, without Examining them a- 
bout that matter. A Rationel Charity, grounded 
upon Evidexce, and not a Blind Charity is the Rule 
according to which Churches are to procecd. 


4- That Praiice, which Chrift hat owned with His 
ſpeecal and Preſence, oug bt net to be Decryed as 
an Humane ion, but rather owned as « Drume 
Infiuution. Was not the Lord's Bleſſing Aarcn's 
Rod an Effeual Demonſtration, that his Miniltry 
had a Divine Approbation ? Is not Paul's calling 
te the Miniſtry, and Peter's allo, proved from this 
ITS God owned & Blefied them both ? 
x Cor. 9. 1, 2. Gal. 2. 5,8, 9. That Chriſt has 
owned His Churches, in their Enquiries into the 
Spiritual Eſtate of ſuch as they admic into their 
Communion with His ſpecial Gracious Preſence, 
is moſt certain. Have not ſome been Converted by 

ing «hers give an Account of their Converſi- 
on: ow wary have boca Comforted, and how 
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ey y Edified thereby ! which proveth, that this 
Practice is Lawful and Laudabie, and that to 
Stigmatize it fo, as ſome have done is not pleaſing 
to the Lord. 

ſ- To uſe all Lawful means to keey Church Cons- 
munion pure, is @ Duty incumbemt u all Churches, 
and moſt eminently on Churches im | New Enig land. It 
15 known to the World, that Charch Reformation, 
and Purity as to all Adminiſtrations therein, was 
the Thing deſigned by our Fathers, when they 
followed the Lord into this Wilderneſs : And 


therefore Degeneracy in that Reſpe& would be a| 


Greater Evil in us, than in any People. We thall 
not ARt like Wiſe Children, if we ferk to pull down 
with owr Hands, That Houle ( or any Piller-Prin- 
Ciple, whereon it js tounded. ) which our Wile Fa- 
thers have buile, The Deba/mg the matter of Par- 
ticular Churches muſt needs Corrupt them. A 
Learned and Renowned Author has Evinced, That 

the Letting go this Principle, That 
Owen. "Theol. Particular Churches ought to Conſiſt of 
Lib. 6. cap. 8. Regenerare Perſens, brought in the 
Great Apeftaſy of the Chriftian Church, 
The way to prevent the like Apoſtaſy in theſe 
Churches, is to Require an Account of choſe, that 
»ffer themlelves ro Communion therein, Concern» 
ing the Work of God en their Souls, as well as con- 
cerning their Knowledge and Belref. If once this 
PraQtice and Principle of Truth be deferred, 4 


World of unquatifyed Perſons will toon fill, and peſter 


and corrupt the Houle of God, and cauſe Him to |,. 
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6 far off from His Santiuary. We may then juſtly 
ear,that theſe Golden Candieficks, will be no long- 
er ſo, but become Droſs, and Tin, and Reprobatg 
Silver,until the Lord bas rejeBted them. Letus 

to hav. an hand, in caufing ic to be ſo! It is a 
ſolemn Paſſage which Mr. Cotrm ( whom Dr. 
Goodwin calls the Apeftle of this Age ) has in” his 
Judicious Treatife of the Holineſs of Church Mem- 
bers. p. 60. Methinks ( faies he) the Servants 
God heals Tremble to Eref# ſuch a State of the wi 
ble Church, in Hypocriſy and Formal Profeſſion, as 
whoſe very Foundation threatneth certam Diſſolution 
and Deſolation. True it is, That we may not Do 
Evil, that Good may come of it, We may not Uſe 
any Unlawful Prattice to prevent Impurity, as to 
the matter of our Churches. But no man can 
ſlay, That the Practice we plead tor is Smful. It 
then the Uſe of it thay (by che Bleiling of 
Chriſt ) be a means to keep our Churches and 
Communion pure,, why ſhould ic be laid alide 2 
Mr. Witchel in a Manufcripe of his, which I 
have ſeen, has cheſs weighty words. ** The O- 
* yer-enlarging of full Commanion or Admiſſion 
"* of po thereunto, upon flight Qualifications 
* without inſiſting upon the Practical and Spiti- 
* tual part of Religion, will not only Loſe ihe 
** Power of Godlineſs, but in a little time, bring 
"in Profanenefs, and Ruine the Churches theſe 
* two ways. 1. Election of Miniſters will foon 


** be carried by a formal, looſer fort. 2. The E: « 
*' ercile of Diſcipline, will by this means be ren: 
B *Ared 
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t& Jred impoſſible. Dilcipline falling, Profaneneſs 
& \ifeth like a Flood. For the major part want- 
& ing zeal againſt Sin, will foſter Picentionſneſs. 
& Te is not ſetting down good Rules and Dire&i- 
* ons, that will Salve it : For the Specification of 
* Government, is from men, not from Laws. Let 
© never ſo good a Form of Government be a- 
* greed upon, it will ſoon degenerate, if the 
« Inſtrufnents ( or men ) that manage it, be not 
* Good. Blefl.d Mitchel ! Theſe are thy words; 
{This was thy Spirit ! 

6. In the Primitive &+ Pureſt Times of the Church, 
there was great ſtrittneſs uſed in Examining ſuch as 
were admitted to Sacraments, concerning the Sincerity 
of their Repent ance towards God, and their Faith m 
the Lord "Jeſus Chriſt. There are who pretend, 
Thar this is a New Prafice, begun by a few Se- 
paratiſts in Amſterdam, not an Hundred years 
fince. But ſuch perſons diſcover their /gnorance, 
and that they are unacquainted and unſtudied in 
Eceleſiaftical Story. Fuſtin Martyr ( who lived 
250 years after Chriſt ) in his Second Apology 
for the Chriſtians, writeth, That they did Exa- 
2nine ſuch at were Admitted to theirCommunion whe- 
ther they were able to conform themſelves in all things 
to the Word and Will of God, It we would know 
what Things were practiſed by the Churches in 
the Primitive Times, the Writings of Tertullian, 
and Cyprian, ( as Learned Cher has truly obſerv- 
ed) give us the clearcit diſcovery thereof. It is 
erident from them, that in thoſe Daygs, there 

was 


— -- - 
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was rather too much Rigidiy, than tco much 
Laxneſ;, in their Admiflion to Sacraments. They 
would keep men, who were Catechumens & Conr 

tentes a long time; before they did receive them 
nto full Communion in the Church. They Re- 
quired not only a Pcofeflion of Faith, and a Con- 
feſlion of Sins, but a Submiflion to a ſevere Scre- 
tiny concerning their Sincerity therein. 
Finnt Scrutinia, ut ſpius explorentur, aw 'Alcuinus 
pf Renunciationem Satane ſacra verbs | 
date Fidei radicitus Corde defixerim, They weee 
to be Examined again and again, to find out, 
whether the Fords of the Faith they profeſſed, 
were indced fixed in their Hearrs., Cypriag in his 
third Epilile fayes, Mibi labor tf perſugdere fo atrj- 
bs ut reciplendit Conſentiant, Vix Plebi yerſu ideo, at 
tales patiantur admicti, quia nec tum Twwra panitintia 
wvenerant, That he could not eably pertwade the 
Brethren in Churchet, to confem to the Admil- 


firn of ſach Perlots to their Communion, of 


whoſe Sincere Regextante, there was any doube. 
Origen declares, a» much as that amounts to, When 
in after Ages, Chu:ches degenerated,, Chry/cftows 
complains, that by A ungodly men into 
the Church, they had filled the Tegpple with Beaſts, 
and he proteffed; thac hz would fooner choole to 
have his Right h.nd cut off, than Adminiſter che 
Sacrament to a Know! wicked man. It is well 
known, that the Waldenſes, amonft whom Religion 
was preſerved, during the Reign of Popery, were 


| Utci& in this matter. And fa were the Bobermiar 


B 2 Bre- 
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Brethren : Commenius teſtifies concerning them, 
that they uſed a Diligent Explorati m, 

Ratio diſeiplin, Concerning the Faith and Repen- 

Fratrum.Bobem tance of their Communicants, leſt 


P- 44- &c. haply it ſhould be only Swperficiary 


and Fallacious. There was an Ex- 

amtn Comnſcietiarum uſed amongſt them. It muſt 
be acknowledged, that in the Proteſtant Reformati- 
#1, Chere has been a Great Negle#f and Defett, as 
to what concerns the Diſcipline and Government 
of Chriſt in His Church. As the Apoſtaſy was 
gradual, ſo ha's the Reformation been. And there 
| was ( as Dr. Owen well obſerves ) 
'Dr. Owet), of the a wiſe Providence in ordering it 
Nature of a Goſpel to be ſo. * For had the Firſt Re- 
Church p.13: © formers ſet themſelves to re- 
" move out of the Church all ſuch 

© 25 were unimeet ſor it's Communion, and to have 
f Reduced things to their Primitive Inſtitution, by 
© Reafoti of the Pawcity of the Number of ſuch 
© Church Members, the Endeavour for a General 
© Reformaties of DoAtrine and Worſhip would have 
© been obſtruked. Hence it comes to paſs, That 
© the Reformation of the Church, as unto the Mat- 
© ter of it, was not attempted, until Calvin ſet up 
© his Diſcipline in Gezeva, which has filled the 
* World with Clamours againſt him to this day. 
T In moſt other places the Matter or Members of 
* Churches were, as to their Lives and Converſa- 
© tion as bad\as the Papiſts, Nevertheleſs, Emi- 
nent Divings of the Reformaiion, in this and _ 
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laſt Tentury, have approved of that which we are 
pleading for. Be<s laments the Re- : 
miſneſs of Proteſtant Churches in not Bexa Epiſt.1 fp 
taking more care about the Qualih- 
cations of their Members ; concluding, that there 
will never be ſuch a Reformation as ought to be en- 
deavoured after, nifi a Converſione Cordium Initium 
Inſt aurationis ſumatur, except men with Converted 
Hearts, be laid in the Foundatiovy. Bucer finds fault 
with the Engliſh Churches for their 
Admicting Chileren who had been Bucer. Seripe. 
Baptiſed, unto the Lords Supper, Anyli0. Cap 17. 
upon too low Terms. He lays, Þ 432, 483. 
there ſhouki be manifeft Signs of 
—— in them firſt: That they ſhould appear 
fo be ſuch as bad upon their Hearts 8 ſenſe of the word 
of God, and that they did uſe Secret Prayer &&c. But 
how ſhould fuch things be known concerning 
them without Enquiry into their Spirituel S: ate ? 
Chamier commends the Striqneſs 
uſed in the Primitive Times, in Ex- Chamier de 
amining thoſe that deſired to Joyn Bepri/mo L.z. 
to the Chuch, ne quantum fiers pote- ©4P+ 15- 
rit lateant Simoner, that ſo Simon 
Magus may not creep into the Church, if it were 
polible to prevent it, Luther did at laſt forrow- 
tully bewail it, That he began his Reformqiiov with 
fuch Prom/cuous Admiſſions to the Takle of the 
Lord, heartily wiſhing, that he had Taught aud 
Pradtiſed ſuch a Churcb Dyſcipline, as that which 
was protefled by the "T_—_ Brethren, Chemmitins 


3 wilheth 
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wiſheth that the Stri#neſs uſed among the Anci- 
ents in the Probation of Communicants were re- 
ſtored and revived in the Churches of the Refor- 
mation. His Godly defire and hope that in Time 
i will be fo, is approved of by Gerhard in his com- 

mon place, de Sacra Cena. 
, Some of thoſe that are called Prezbyterjans fully 
concur with us, as to the Subffance of what we 
plead for, When Mr. Norton in his Anſwer unto 
Apolegius, does aflert, That four things are to be 
required ofthoſe,that deſire Admiffion intoChurch- 
Fellowſhip. x3. A Confeflion of Faith. 2. A De- 
elaration of their Experience concerning a Work of Faith. 
3- A blameleb Cenverſatimm. 4. Profeſſed Subjett- 
zen to the Goſpel, and the order of jt. That 
Learned and worthy Profeſlor of Divinity, in the 
Univetſity of Leyden, Dr. Horabeck, 
Hornbeck E- declares his Concurrence with him 
| Piftola ad Dis therein, and that, in theſe Particu- 
Jaum P.229- lars, thoſe of the Congregational 
way, agree with ſome other Refor- 
md Churches. To my certain knowledge, Emk 
nent Miniſters of the Presbyterian Perſwaſion, in 
London, Ex1mine thcic Communicants ( before 
they admic chem to partak: with them, at the 
Lords Table ) concerning theic Faith and Repen- 
tance. And fo ( notwithſtanding what is pleaded 
for by 'the Godly Learned Mr. Rutherford ) ſome 
- do In Scotland, as divers worthy Miniſters of that 

Nation, have aflured me. 
_* The Vitlerence as to this Matter, as 4 
: reſ- 
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Precbyterian and a Congregational man, ( who are 
nevertheleſs United Brethren) is this. There is no 
Congregational man, but he reports to the Church 
ſomething of what the perſon deſiring Commu- 
nion with them, has Related to him ; which the 
Presbyterian does not, only Declares his own fatis» 
fation, and giveth-che Brethren a Liberty to ob- 
je againſt che Converſation of the Admittends, 
I know Presbyterians, who are ſtricter in their Ex- 
aminations and Admiflions, than ſome Congrege- 
tional men. It appears therefore, that ſuch Enqui- 
ries into the Spjritual Eftate of them, who are to 
be Admitted unto full Communion, in all the Or- 
dinances of the Goſpel, is no Singular or Novel 
Praftice : Nothing but what is confirmed by Re- 
verend Antiquity, and has been ſtrenuouſly Aſeert- 
ed by the th Reformers, both of the former, 
and this preſent Age. Whether the Brethren, as 
well as the Elders ſhould not be concerned as 
Fudges, concerning the Qualifications of thoſe 
whom they Reccive into their Communion, is + 
nother Queſtion, which I ſhall not here cnlare up» 
on. Itis certain, that in the Primitive Ages of 
the Church, they had that Liberty ; otherwiſe 
Cyprian would never have faid, Viz Pl:bi perſnadeo 
ut Tales patiamtur admitti, &c. And elſewhere con- 
fefled his Obligations, and Reſolutions, Nibi! ſine 
conſenſu plebis, privata [emtentia gerere. bf 
It is allo certain, that this is an avowed princa- 
ple of all who are eſteemed Congregational In 
the Dgclaration of the Fab and Order owned 


B 4 and 
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and praRtiſed in Congregations Churches in England, 
agreed and conſented unto, by their Elders and 
Meſſengers, in their Meeting at the Savoy, OfFeb. 
32. 1658, They declare, That the Members of Par- 
ticular Churches are Saints by calling, wifibly mani- 
feſting their Obedience to the Call of Chrift, who be- 
wg 7 Arm known to each other by their Confeſſion of 
Faith wrought in them by the Power of God, declared 
by themſelves, or otherwiſe manifeſted, conſent to walk 
together according to the appointment of Chrift, I 
have known many in Exg/and of that way ; but 
never any that did not concern the Brethren as 
well as themſelves, to be Judges of the fitneſs of 
thoſe who have deſired to be received into their 
Communion. It is evident, that the Church, 
( and not the Officers only ) have power given 
them by Chriſt to Judge who are meet to be pur 
out of their Commuuion. Mat. 18.17. 1 Cor. 
F- 12. Then they muſt needs have the like pow- 
er 25 to thoſe that are to be taken mmto their Com- 
munion. Ejuſdem eſt poteftatis conſtituere et deftity- 
ere, is a known received Axiom. It the whole 
Church has power to Fudge of the Repentance of 
one that is to be Re admuted, then of the Repen- 
tance of one that is to have his firff Admiſſion, 
But the Apoſtle ſpeaks to the Church, and not to 
the Offcers only to reſtore the penitent Corinthiaw 
eo their Communion. 2 Cor. 2.8. Again, It the 
whole multitude of Diſciples have power to Judge 
whether perſons are qualified with that Wiſdom 
and Grace as to be meet for Office-Relation in the 
"Church, then they have power to Judge concern» 


,_ 
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ing the Knowledge and Grace of Communicent + 
The Argument is 4 majori ad minus. They that 
are meet Tudges in a greater matter, much more in 
that which is /eſs.. But the former js clear from 
the Scripture. Acts. 6. 2, 3, 4 For further ſatis- 
faRion in this point, Mr. Norte, and Mr. Shepard 
ny be conſulted, wich that man of vaſt Reading 

Learning, Mr. Robert Parker. 

Theſe things I have ſuppoled co be proper fer 
me to Write to you the Church of Chriſt in Cam- 
bridge ; not as doubting of your Stedtaſtneſs in the 
Truth to this day proteſſcd and practiſed by you, 
but as deſiring that thoſe who fhall ſucceed you, 
may continue to walk therein ; & that fo I mighr 
teſtify, the peculiar Reſpe&,cthat I do ( and ought 
to ) bear unto you, on the acgount of the Unde- 
ſerved Love, which all of you have manifeſted 
towards me. Five years are not expired, ſince 
you were pleaſed unanimouſly to Invite me to Ac- 
cept of the Peſtora! Offiie over vou. But the 
unwillingneſs of the Dear People among whom 
I have been Labouring in the Goſpel for the ſpace 
of Thirty ſix years, that I ſhould leave them, in 
conſideration with ſome other Obſtacles, kept me 
from complying with that your loving motion. 
Nevertheleſs, I cannot but whilſt I Live, have a 
Dear AﬀeRion for you, and know not how to 
expreſs it more, than by Endeavouring what in 
me lies, that you, and your Children after you, 
may be Confirmed in thoſe wayes ot the Lord, 
which your Fathers, and your ſelves too, have ex- 
perigaced ſo much of His Prelznce in. Ang I 
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have alſo conſidered, that you are ſingularly cir- 
cumſtanced, in that there are Reſiding with you, 
the Sons of the Prophets, whoſe Eſtabliſhment in rhe 
reſent 71uth, I, am more than any man in the 

orld, uncer an Obligation to promove, and I 
certainly know ( not alrogecher without an Awful 
Senſe of it ) that the Son of God, will ere long 
Enquir: of me, whether I did, in this martter, 
Diſcharge my Dyty, according to his ExpeQation, 
to whom I mult be accountable concerning the 
Improvem-nt of whatever Talents or Opportuni- 
ties to Serve His Intereſts, He has or ſhall Truſt 
' me with, whilſt I am in this World. 

A few words let me further ſpeak to you, who 
belong to that Nurſery, for Religion and Learning, 
which has for a long time been the Glory, not of 
Cambridge only, but of New England. Sixteen years 
will chis Summer be Lapſed ſince God, by His 
Providence, devolved the Preſidentſhip of that So- 
cicty into my Hands, to manage it ( fo far as my 
Inſufficiencies tor ſuch a Service will permit) for the 
Ends, which He ( and our Fathers, as His Inſtru- 
ments) did at firſt Erect a Colledge in New England 
upon ; which was chi:fly, that b Scholars might 
there be Educated for the ſpecial Service of Chriſt 
and HisChurches, in tic Work of rhe Miniſtry, and 
that they might be ſeaſoned in their Tender years 
with ſuch P» mceples 25 brought their Bleſled Proge- 
nitors into this Wilderneſs. What my Sollicitudes 
for this have been in both Englands, is known to 
Him, who faid t:» the Churches, 1 know your works, 
There is no Ons Thing of greater Congernment 
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to theſe Chnrches, in preſent and aſter times,than 
the Proſperity of that Society. They cannot fſub- 
ſift without a Colledge. There are at this day 
not above Two or Three of cur Churches but 
what are ſupplyed from thence.. Nor are the 
Churches like to. continue pure Golden Candleſticks, 
if the Colledge, which thould ſupply them, prove 
Apoſtate, It the Fowntain be corrupted, How ſhould 
the Streams be pure, which ſhould make Glad the 
City of God ? How ſhould Plants of Renown \pring 
up from thence, if the Colledge it ſelf become a 
Degenerate Plant ? You that are Tutors there, have 
a Great Advantage put into your Hands ( and I 
Pray God give you Wiſdom to know it !) to pre+ 
vent it, The Lord hath made you Fathers to ma- 
ny Pupils. You will not deny, but that He has 
made me a Father to yow. It was my Recommen- 
dation, that brought you into that Station. And 
therefore, as my Foy will be the Greatcr to fee you 
Acquie your ſelves Worthily, ſo my carneſt Sollici- 
tudes for jt muſt needs be the more, on that Ac- 
count. There are many ( I believe, you wiſh you 
could fay fo of all of them ) who were once un- 
der your Tuition, that do worthily in Epbratab,and 
are like to be tamous in Berhlebem, tor which-you 
ought to ( and I doubt not but you do ) humbly 
Bleſs the Lord, That you ( and, they who ſhall ſuc- 
ceed you ) may be yet Greattr Bleſſings, Let me 
Commend unto you the Example ot this Bleſſed 
Man, whoſe Life is here deſcribed, When Ferows 
had conſidered the Life of Hiariom, he Reſolved 
Hilarion ſeall be the Champion, whom I will follow ! 
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Say each of you, , ( once a Tutor in Her+. 


of their Immortal Soyls. Such 
Inffrudines, are many times more 
werfion than Publick Sermons. Some very worthy 
Perſons who were once his Scholars, have a Living 
Remembrancs of his Wards ,to this Day. Others 
of them are now with him in Glory, blefling God 


' to Eternity, whoſe Providence di them un- 


der bo a Tier. yp — 
to Live in Combridge any 

land, becauſe by Reaſon of the Univerſity there, 
had an Opportunity, New mods dolare Layides ſed 
ArchiteF01, to prepare Bailders for the Houſe of Ged. 
The Angels in Heaven would not think it beneath 
them, to be employed in fo Great a Work and 
Service for the Churches of Chriſt as that which 
Infinite Grace has call'd yow unto. If you follow 
thoſe, that have gone before yon (9 In 
particular ) as they have follawed Chrift, yours 
Names will be Precious & Honourable like theirs, 
& you ſhall Live after you are Dead,as they now do 


As for you that are the Students in the Colledge : , 


I have often ( as you know ) in my Diſcourles a- 
mong you, Exhorted you above all things to Sty- 
dy Cbrift, and to be mindful of, The Owe Thing Ne- 
cefſary. Gifts without Grace will be ot no Avail 


Unto, you at laſt, You may excel in Anowledge, 
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and yet be of all in the world the moſt miſcoble, 
and molt like to the Devils, as a Converted Indian 
once ſaid concerning ſome Scholars. You know 
that many Philoſophers who were Heathen cxcel- 
led in that which is called, Humane Learneng. And 
fo have ſome Popiſh Authors ( Feſuite: cipecially ) 
done, whoſe Books have been very Editying to 
others, I muſt confebs, that as to that ſmall mea- 


of that Frarernity, who 
, though Enemies of the - 
wicdge then without 
Holineſs, will bring you to Het 
ven. One has written a Book, De Slate Arifiae: 
lis; And another, De Animebu: Pagenerum ; cit 
deavouring to prove, that the Phi wha 
Knew not the Only True God, nor Feſws Chrift, ba 

Kternel Life. Let ſuch and all other Pelogien ard_ - 
Arminian Principles be far from you. Bur do not 

think that it is enough, if you be Orhedox,. in ther 
Fundamental Points on Religion, It was not (I can * 
aſſure you ) on any ſuch Account that your Fa- 
thers followed Chriſt into this Wilderneſi, when it 
was 4 Land not ſown. If you degenerate from the 


- Order of the _ ( as well as from the Faith of the 


Goſpel ) you will juſtly merit the Name of 4 

fares, and of Degenerate Plants, And ſuch Dege- 
neracy in the Children of New-Englend, and molt 
of all in yzowwill be worſe, than in_any Children 
ig the wacld, It any of you ſhall prove ſuch, Re: 
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member that you were told, that you take an unhappy 
tinge ro Degenerate in. He whole Fen is in bis Hand, 
will thronghly purge his Floor. The Day i: near, 
when theLord Jeſus Chriſt will make His Church- 
es more pure & Reformed than in the former Ages ; 
and will you at.fuch a Time corrupt your felves| 
with looſe and large Principles in matters relating 
to the Houſe of God, Iheſe Houſe Holineſs becomes 
for ever | How it fome of you ſhould live to fee 
that Scripture verified, where the Lord ſays, The 
Levites that are gone far from me, when Iſrael went 
aftray, they ſhall not come near unto me, to do the Of- 
fice of a Prieſt umo me, but the Sons of Zadok that 
.- kept the Charge of my Sanituary, they ſhall enter into 
my Sanctuary, and they ſhall come near to my Table 
80 Miniſter unto me ! Ezek. 44. 10,15. Let me Re- 
commend unto you the weighty words of my moſt 
dear and worchy Friend and Predeceſſor, Mr, 
Oakes, once your Learned Preſident, which he deli- 


ered ( and afterwards Printed) on a very fokmnl 


Occaſion. He ſpeaketh to you thus. © Conſider 
* ( faith he ) what will be the End of 

In bizElefi- © Receding or making a Defe&ion trom 
01 Seymon #n © the Way of Church Government elta- 
Deut. 32. * liſhed amongſt us. I pioteſs, I look 
- Aided ** upon the Diſcovery and Sertlemenc 
s * of the Congregational Way, as the 
** Boon, the Gratuity, che largeneſs of Divine 
** Bounty, which the Lord graciouſly beſtowed 
"* on His People that followed Him into this Wit- 
* dernefs ; and a great part of the Bleſſmg on the 
&. Head of eſeph, and of them who were Sepa: 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 37k 
t yate from their Brethren. Theſe Good People 
* that came over, ſhewed more Love, Zeal, 
« Afﬀecionate Deſire of Communion with God in 
ze Worſhip and Ordinances, and did more in 
© ()rder to it than others, and the Lord did more 
* for them than for any people in the world, in 
* (hewing them the Pattern of His Houle, and 
* the true Seriptural way of Church Government 
« and Adminiſtrations. God was certainly in a 
© more than ordinary Way of tavour preſent with 
« his Servants, in laying of our Foundations, and in 
« ſettling the way of Church Order,according to the 
e Will and Appointment of Chrilt Conſider 
* what will be the ſad ive of Revolting from the 
**© way fixed upon, to one Extream or another, 
* whether it be to Presbyterianiſm or Browniſm ; as 
« for the Presbyterians, it muſt be acknowledged, 
© that there are among them as Pious, Learned, 
© Sober, Orthodox men, as the World affords ; & 


| & (hat there is as much of the Power of Godimeſs a- 


*© mong that party, and of the Spirit of the good, 
« Old Puritans, as among any people in the 
& World. And for their way of Church Govern- 
e ,yzent, it muſt be confeſſed, that in the Day of ir, 
&« jr wasa very conſiderable ſtep to Reformation. 
« The Reformation in K. Edwards days was then a Blefe 
« ſed Work. Aud thcRetormation of Geneva 9 Scotland, 
«was then alarger ſtep, and in many Reſpects purer than 
& the other. And tor my part | fully b-lieve that theCon» 
& oregational way far exceeds both, and is the Highe#t ſtep 
«that has been taken towards Reformation, and for the 
&« Subſtance of ir, it is the very ſame way, that was efta* 
« bliſhed & praRtifed inthe Primitive Times, according to 


— 
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% the Inſkiution of Jeſus Chriſt. 1 muſt needs fay, thet þ 
&* ſhould look upon it, as a fad Degeneracy, it we ſhould 
Gleaye the good old way, fo far as to turn Councils 8 Synods 
6;mo Claſſes & P rovincial Aſemblies,and there ſhould be 
"ſuch a Laxne/s in Admiſſion of Member: to Communion, 4s 
6 5: pleaded for, and pratiiſed by many Prezhyrerians, & El 
&« Jers ſhould manage all themſelves in an Amtocratorical 
& way, to the Subverſion of the Liberty & Priviledge of 
& the Brethren, Thus Mr. Oakes. As for that Excellent« 
ly Learned & Holy Man Mr. Charles Chauncey, Who for 
many years Preſided over Harvard-Colledge, none of you 
- whonow bclong to that Society can remember him But 
you have heard what his Dying Charge to his Sons ( who 
tarough Grace tread in their rs. Steps) was, in his 
Laft Will © Teſtament, which you may ſee Publiſhed 
with his Life, in due time. He that is now your Preſt- 
dent--- A longe ſequitur veſtigia ſemper adorans ; yet is 
willing not to Evert or undermine the Forendation, which 
his Bleſſed Predecefſors, have layed, but to Build thereon. 
I remember Buchanan ( who was Tutor to K. Famesl. ) 
in the Preface to- his Bapriſtes, which he Dedicates to that 
R. fayes, That the RealorFwhy he did ſs, was, * That 
* in caſe He ſheuld through the Influence of Evil Coun- 
© ſellors, or from any other Cauſe, be Guilty of Male- 
* Adminiſtration in His Government, after Ages ſhould 
* know, that the Blame ought to be Imputed not to His 
** Tutor, bur ro Himſelf, So ler me fay, It you the Stu- 
dents in Harvard-Colledge, or any of you, ſhall deviate 
and degenerate from the Holy Principles and PraBices of 
=_ Fathers, the World ſhall know, and Pofteriry ſhall 
now, That the Reaſon of it, is not for want of being 


otherwi'e In{truted by your Preſent, as well as by For- 
mer Preſidents, 


Mav 7. 
1697. INCREASE MATHER, 
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Gs | Sanftorum Vitas Legere & non Vivere,fruſtra eſt; 
is | Sandtorum Vitas Degite, non Legite. 


h 

7. 

» C x. © T is Reported concerning the Anci- 
at ent Phrygians, that when a Prieff ex- 
. pired among them, they Honoured 
= him with a Pdler Ten Fathom high, 
d whereon they placed his Deed Body, 


is [as if he were to continue, after his Death, from 
” [thence InſtruRing of the People. Nor can a Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel have any more Honourable 
Funeral, than Thar, by which his Inſtruion of 
he People, may be moſt continued unto the Peo- 
le, after his Expiration, But I may without any \ 
anger of Miſtake, vencure to affirm, "That there 
t Eaſily be _ a MiniHer ot the Golpeh 
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in.our Dayes, more worthy to have the Story of 
his Life employed lor che Inſtruction of Mankind, 
after his Deceaſc, chan our Excellence Mitchel. 
And therefore 1 (ſhall now Endeavour to ſue him 
on as high a Play, as the belt Hifory, that I can 
give of his Exemplary Life, can ere, for that 
orthy man 3 for whom Statues of Corinthian 
Braſs, were but Inadzquate Acknowledgments. 


& 2. If it were counted an Honour, to the 
Town of Halifax in 2k thice, that the famous 
TFobn de Sacro Boſco, Autlior of the well known 
Treatiſe, De Sphere, was born there ; this Town 
was no leſs Honoured by it's being the Place of 
Birth co our no lefs worchyly famous Jonathan 
MWitchel.the Author of a better Treatiſe, Of Hea- 
wen, w!.5 being deſcended ( as a Printed Account 
long ſince ha's toll us ) of Piows and Wealthy Pa- 
fents, here drew his fiſt Breath, in the year 1624. 
The preciſe Day of his Birth is loſt, nor is ic wore 
while for us to enquire by an Aſtrological Calcu- 
lation, what Aſpect che Stars had upon his Birth, 
fince the Event has proved, Chat Gd the Father 
was in the Hore/core, Cirift in the 1:d Heavenhe 
Spirat in the S:x:b-Houſe, Kepentance, Faith and 
Love, inthe Eighth : and in rhe Twelfth, an Eter- 
nal Happineſs, where no Saturn can duit any malig- 
nant Raves. llcre, while the Farber of bis Fleſh 
was-endeavouring to make him Learned by a pro- 

er Education, the Faiher of Spirits, uſed the Me- 
tliods of Grace t& make liim Seri ; elpecially by 
o 


6 
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a fore Feavour, which had like to have made the 
Temb year of his Life, the Laſt, but then ſettled 
in his Arm, with ſuch Troubleſome Effeas, that 
his Arm grew, and kept, alittle bent, and he could 
never ſtretch it out Right, until his Dying Day. 
And upon this Accident he afterwards wrote this 


| Refletion 3 Thus the Lord ſought to make me Seri- 


ous ( Oh ! when will it once be ! ) by ſteeping my frft 
Entrance into years of Underſtanding, and mito the 
Changes of Life, and my firſt motions to New-Eng- 
land, in Eminent and Special Sorrows, Now his 
Firſt Motions to New-England, mentioned in this 
Refleion, invite us to Haſten unto that part of 
our Hiſtory, which is to Relate, that his Parents 
were ſome of thoſe Exemplary Chriſtians, which 
by the Unconſcionable Impoſitions and Perſecutions 
of the Engliſh Hierarchy upon the Conſciences of 
People, as Remarkable for True Chri/tianity, as 
any in the Realm, were driven out of it. In the 
year 1635. the Ship, which brought over Mr. 
Richard Mather, and many more ot thoſe Purizens, 
which had tound the Church of England, then 
governed by ſuch an Aſſembly of Treacherous men, 
(a Fation to whom that Name, Tte Church of 
England,never truly belonged) that they were pur 
npon wiſhing with the Perlecuced Propher, Ob! 
tha: T bad in the Wilderneſs a Lodging place of way: 
farmg men | was turther enriched by having on 


- Board our Jonathan, chan a Child about Eleven 


years of Ape ; whole Parents with much Lithcul- 
ty and Relolucion carcicd tim unto Brjfol to take 
| C 2 Ship- 


426 The Life of 

Shipping there; while he was not yet Recovered 
dt his Mnefs. On che Coaſt of New England, they 
were delivered from a molt eminent and amazing 
hazard of periſhing, in a molt borrible Tempeſt ; 
upon which Deliverance Mr. Aarber Preachcd a 
Sermon trom that Scripture Joh. F. 14. Sm no 
more, leaſt a worſe thing come wnto thee ; whereby 
lurcher [mpretiions ot Sericuſve/s were made upon 
ſme Soul of his Jung Dyſcipie, 


$ 3. The Godly Father of our Jonathan found, 
that america a5 well as Europe, New England as 
well as En/and, was a part 01 Old dams World; 
well Ttocked every where, with the Thorns of 
Woilkely Famties and Vexations ; and that a Hiider- 
Seſs was a Place, where Temptation was to be m2 
withal. All his Family, and the Fonarban of the 
Family, with che Reſt, were viſited wich Sickneſs, 
rhe Wincer atter cheir firſt Arcival at Cbarifows, 
and the Searcrry then affliting the Countrey, ad- 
d:d uno the AﬀiRions of their Sickneſs. Re-+ 
moving to the Town of Concord, his greater mat. 
. Fers continually became ſmaler there, his Begin 
wings were there Conſumed by Fire, and fome 0- 
thecr Loſks befel him in the Larter End of that 
Winter. The next Summer he Removed unto 
Say breok, and the next Spring unto Weather:field, 
upon Conmretlicut River, by which he Loſt yet 
more of his Poſſ:flions, and plunged himfclt into 
other Troubles. Towaids the Cloſe of that 
year, kc bal a S0trin-law Slain by the Pequot In- 
= —_. 
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drens ; and the Reſt of the Winrer chev Lived ig 
much tear of their Lives from thoſe Barbaiians, 
and many of his Catrel were deſtroyed, an his 
Eſtate unto the value of ſore Hundreds of Pounds 
was damnified. A Shellop, which he ſent unto 
the River's month was taken, and hurned by the 
Pequots, and Three men in the Veilel Slain, ig. 
all of whom he was nearly concerned : So that 
indeed the Fequor Scourge tell more on this Fami- 
Wy. than on any other in the Land. Atcerward 
there aroſe unhappy Differences in the place whers 
he Lived, wherein he was an Aztegonif# againſt 
ſome of the Principe! Perſons in the place, and 
hereby he that had hitherto Lived a precious E- 
fteem with Good men, wherever be came ( as a Re- 
cord I have fcen, teſtifies concerning him ) new 
ſuffered much in his Efzem among many ſuch 
men, as *s uſual ia ſuch Contentions, and he mee 
with many other Injuries : For which Cauſes, he 
transferred himſelf, with his Intereſts, unto Scanp- 
ford in the Colony of New- Haven. Here hjs 
Honſe, Barn and Gonds were again Confumed 
by Fire ; And much Internal Dsfreſs of mmd as: 
companicd theſe Humbling Dilpenſations. Ar 
Jaſt, that Moſt Horrible of Diſeaſes, the Stone, ar- 
reſted him, and he underwent un{peakable Do- 
lours from ir, until the year 1645. when he went 
unto his Reſt, about the Fitty Fitth Year ot his 
Ape. 

& 4 Although the Good Spirit of God, g's 
our Fonathen to Improve muck in Holy Diſpoli- 
C 3 tions 
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tions while he was yet a Youth, by the Calami- 
ties, which thus betel his Father ; and particularly 
upon Occaſion of a ſad thing befalling a Servant 
of his Father's, who inſtead of Going to the Le- 
Aure at Hartford, as he had been Allowed and 
Adviſed, would needs go fell a Tree for himſelf; 
bue a broken Bough of the Tree ſtruck him 
Dead, fo that he never ſpoke or ſtirred more 3 
our fonathay, who was then about Fifteen years 


old, in one of his Papers does Relate, This Ama- ; 


zing Stroke did much flirr my Heart , and ] ſpent ſome 
time in Endeavouring the work of Reyentance, accor- 
ding to Mr. Scudder's Dirett ions im bis Daily Walk: 
nevertheleſs he had this Diſadvantage,that he was 
thereby Diverted from Study and Learning, for 
the firlt ſeven years after his Coming into the 
Countrey. Had it not been for the Diſadvan- 
tage of this Intermiſſion, we had ſeen ſome Lively 
Emulation of Bellarmme's open Lectures of Divi- 
nity, at Sixteen years of Age, or Torquato Quaſſo's 
Receiving his Degrees in Philoſophy and Divini- 
ty at Seventeen, or Grotivs's publiſhing of Conv 
mentaries,at the like Seventeen. For he was,as the 
Hiſtorian obſerves, all that will prove Conſiderable, 
muſt be, Puer,qui Seminario Virtutum Generoſjere con- 
eretus, aliquid Inclhtum deſignaſſet. But after ſo long 
an Intermiſſicn, as until September in the year 1642. 
and the Eighteenth year of his Age, upon the 
Earneſt Advice of ſome that had Obſerved his 
great Capacity, and eſpecially of Mr. Mather, 
wi:h whom he came into New-England, ”w _ 
um 
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ſumed his Deſigns for S:udy and Learning : where- 
in he made fo vigorous a Progreſs, that in the 
year 1645. he was upon a ſt: it Fxarminetion, Ad- 
mitted into Harvard Colledge. Nor was it very 
long before Mr. Mather, who was the Adviſer of 
this matter, had the Conſolation of ſeeing the 
Excellent Labours of this perſon, in the Pulpit, 
worthy of his own Conſtant Feurneys to bis month» 
ly Lectures ; vea, and the moſt Conſiderable Fa- 


there of the Countrey, with himfſclf, creating this, .. 


+ 


perſon, as not Coming behind the wery Chiefeft of, 


them all, and Taſting his Communications, not 
Unripe Grapes, or Wine juſt out of the Preſs: 
$ F. But before we can fairly Arrive to that 
pare of our Story, it will be as profirable, as neceſſary 
tor us, to Obſerve the Steps whereby God made- 
him Great. The Faculties ot Mind, with which 
the God that Forms the Spirit of man, enriched 
him, were-very Notable. He had a Clear Head, 
a Copious Fancy, a Solid Fudgment, a Tenacious 
Memory, and a certain Diſcretion, without any 
Childiſh Laſchete, or Lewity in his Behaviour, 
which commanded Reſpe&t from all that viewed 
him : So that it mighe be faid-of him, as ic once 
was of a Great Perſon, in the Fngliſh Nation, 
They that knew him from a Child, never knew bim- 
any other than & Man. Under theſe Advantages, . 
he was an Her4 Student, and he fo Profpercd ja 
his Indefatigable Studies, that he became a Seho® 
lar of Iſlaminations, not far from the Fir## 
tede : Recommended by which Qualifications, it 
C4 was 


= 
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was not long before he was Choſen, a Fellow of 
the Colledge. But the main Strokes of his Colledge- 
Life, that I ſhall ſingle out for my Readers Ob- 
ſervation, are of yet an higher Character. Know 
then, that as it was his own Counſel to his Bros 
ther, The Writing of ſometimes your former and pre- 
ſent Life, would be @ Thing of Endleſs Uſe, thus it 
was his manner, whilſt in the Colledge, to keep a 
brief Diary, written in the Latine Towgue, which 
he wrote indeed fluently and handſomely ; and 
= a part of this Diary, by him Entituled, Fite 
_—_— happily fallen into my Hands, I 

| note ſome few Remarkables. 

He kept a ſtrit Eye upon his Izterior State, 
before God; and upon the Diſpoſitions of his 
Heart, as well in Sacred, as in Civil Entertain- 
Tents : but with an Extreme Severity of Reflettion 
upon himſelf, when perhaps, at the fame time 
the Severeſ# SpeFator upon Earth beſides, would 
have judged every thing im him worthy to have 
been Admired, rather than Cenſured. He would 
Record ſuch Things as theſe. 

One Time, 
Inter precandum, Deus ab 


In my Prayer, God was 


- PVnſipido ac Deſolato Corde 4 withdrawn from my 


fufte ab fuit, ut me ( quo ni- 
bil magis neceſiarium ) bumi- 

biaret ; Nam aliter ( fi paulo 
| mnelius aljquando ſe babeat 
| Evor ) oft in me, quod prophe 
{ #8 Sfiriendli Superbia viti 


nſavoury and Defolate 
Hearr, that ſo He might 
Humble me ; than which 
there is nothing more need» 
ful for me. Fer otherwiſe 
( if my Heart be at any 
d time we lobenerbant 


= 
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latur. Fram tamen inde non- there is that in me, Which 
nihil ad Deum Excitatior. lis tickled with Spirirgal 
Pride. Nevertheleſs | wag 
from hence mere Excited 
God-ward. 

| was preſent at a private 
Faſt, where | was filled with 


At another ume, 


Fejumo privato interfſui, 
ubs multo Stupore, et multa 
venitate Oppletus ſum; ali- | much Sortilhneſs & Vanity : 
qua tamen viguerant Suſpiria | Yet | had ſome Lively 
et Deus non viſus eft me om+ | Sighs ; & God ſeemednot 
nino abdicare, ſed paulo me!i- | wholly to caſt me off, but 
orem fecit ; utinam tenuiſiem made me alittle Better than 


et foviſiem Deſideria, que 
Func accendit. 


At anether time, 

Locum communem habui ; 
vix abſtinus a ſecreta ſuper- 
bia ; Licet turpiſſima vanitas 
Anims ( qua nunqaam non 
omnia mea venenantur ) me 
coram Deo, proſtraviſiet, 
preter alia mea peccata, que 
me infra vermes ponunt, Ne- 
que ſane unquam aliquid aut 
facio aut dico, unde plus pu 
doris quam Honoris, mihi non 
naſcitur, fi omnia mecum per- 
pendo ; et Deur folet ſemper 
aliquid relinquere, unde me 
( ſalrem apud me) pude- 
fac. 


| was before. | wiſh | had 
Retamed & Cheriſhed the 
Deſires, which He then 
Enkindled ! 

| Common-placed. | 
could Scarce abſtain from 
| Secret Pride ; altho* a very 
baſe Vanity of mind ( with 
which every 1hing et mine 
is poiſon'd ! ) had laid me 


| low in the Dult beforeGod z 


| belides my ocherSins, which 
(lay me lewer than the very 
Worms of the Duſt. But 
indeed, | never Do or Say, 
any thing, from whence 
there ariſes not more of 
Shame than of Honour t6 
me, it 1 Conſider all 
things ; & God uſes in all 
ever to leave ſometbing, by 
which He makes megat leaſt 
aſhamacd of my (elf. 
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At another time, 


Colloquirzs Hilaribus, cum I gave 00 much Liberty 
Sociis quibuſdam nimis «| unto Merry Talk, with 


auf ſome ot my Friends. 
At another time, | went unto Bofton, and 


Adibam Boftonium, et i- | there took a Civil Liberty : 
+ Libertatem Civilem acce- | But from ſuch Entertain* 
pi, ſed ex ObleRtamentis Leve | ments my Heart grew 
«& Infipidum Cor. light and unſavoury. 
Ar another, [| diſcourſed ſome things 
Liberiur quam prudentius | with more Freedom than 
quedam leocutus ſum, unde | Wiſdom : for which, | was 
mubi pudor, ſhamed of my (lt. 


Again ; He laid up the more eſpecial Admoni- 
tions which touched him, in the Sermons that he 
heard Preached, or in other more private and 
uſeful Conferences, and the Reſolutions which he 
thereupon, asked the help of Heaven to jollow. 
He would Record ſuch Things as thele. 

One Time 

Vix aliquid apud Deum | had little Savour on 
ſapui, ſed excutarvit me my Spirit betore God : but 
Cencio Magiſtri Shepar- a terrible & Excellent Ser- 
Gi, Tremenda plane et my ot Mr. Shepards awa- 

kened me. He tavght,that 
ftantiſſima. Decuzte Alt 
. there are ſore who ſeen to 
quos efſe qui identi In bt Cond and feed bi 
vemirs ef Servari @ Chriſto | Chriſt, and yet afterwards 
e& tamen poſtes pereunt.| they periſh. Theſe things 
Hec me terrebant ( et uti | terrified me, ( and 1 withy 
nam infixs bererent ': )| they had ſtuck faft in me!) 
ne tantum iderer eſe | \e{t 1 ſhould only ſeem t@ 
| | belong 
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Chriſti, et ne ad mortem 
uſque [ic pergerem. Rogavi 
Deum, wut met Miſertns 
I'tam rem ageret. [lla 
Note multo pudore, apud 
me ſufſuſus eram, quod 
battenus mbil im Medica 
tions quotidiana fece 
ram, et binc cacus & 19 
narus in Divins, extra 
meipſum, et ſine Deo, pcr 
Integras Septimanas wix- 
eram. Tam Statui Me- 
ditandi opns, quoridie ur 
gere, quod ante bac aliquo- 
ries fatut, ſed, beu\ Pro- 
poſita wiolati ; unde ſuc- 
cenſet Deus. Ab, Quor et 
Quanta ſcire potuiſſem de 
Deo, [i ſerws et conſt ans in 
Meditatione fus/em ! 


At another time, 


D. Shepardus «tiliſime | 
dicuit, ils Notte Serie 


anſtabant Cogitationes, de 
infanda mea miſer:ta, qua 


ſine Deo, fine Redemptione, 


43 
belong unto Chriſt, and leſt 
| ſhould thus go on unto 
Death. I Beg'd of God, 
that He would have mercy 
on me, and accompliſh the 
whole work of His Grace 
for me. That Night I was 
covered with no little ſhame, 
becauſe | had hitherto done 
in a manner, nothing at the 


work oft DAILY MEDl- 


TATION, and hence [ 
| had lived Blind, and Igno» 


| rant in Divine Things, a 


ſtranger ro my (elt, & with- 
out God, for whole Wecks 
together. I now Relolved, 
every Day to urge the work 
o: MEDIT ATION, which 
here:otore I have often R-+ 
ſolved, bur alas, I have Vis 
olared my purpoſes ; for 
which cauſe, God is Angry 
with me. Ah ! How mas 
'ny, how mighty Things of 
' Ged might | have under» 
ſtood, it | had been Serious 
and Conſtant in MEDb 
.TATION ! 

Mr. Shepard Preached 
moſt profitably. Thar 
night, | was followed with 
; Serious Thoughts, of my 
| Incxpreſſible miſery, where» 
| in 
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& Sobbato ad Sabbatum 
miſerrimus pergo, Inde 
Tria #Hatwebam mibi Ob- 
ſervands, que etiam Deo, 
commendabam, ut in me 
efficeret, Primo, Non 
Quiete manendum in has 
mea conditione ; Intolera- 
bile eſſe, at ſic pergerem., 
Secundo, Precandum con- 
ffamer, ſme Languore, aut 
Intermiſſune, mane notte- 
que Implorandurs Deum, 
mtimis et ineffabilibus (wſ- 
piriis, Tertio, f Deus 
non n—_— &t que 
opus [unt arit, in A- 
. "4 manifeſtando, 
ſaltem Lugeam et Lachry- 
mem, & pergam in Ama: 
ritudine Anime ; fi Conſo- 


lationem e&t Pacem a Deo, 


non babuero, [alrem nullam 
emnino babeam ! 


At another time, 


D. Samuel Matherus 


eximie concionatus eſt, de 
Immutabilitate Dei. Inde 


Redarguebat mutabilitatem | 


i 
} 


| 


in | go on moſt miſerably 
from Sabbith ro Sabbath, 
without God, and without 
Redemption. From hence 

determined, Thar there 
are Things which I mult 
Obſerve ; and | Commend- 
ed theſe Things unto God, 
that he would Efte&t them 
in me. Firt ; That | mult 
not remain quietly in this 
my condition ; but that it 
is Intolerable for me to pro- 
ceed as | xm. Second ; 
That I muſt pray con- 
ſtantly, without fainting,or 
any Iatermiſhon : Day and 
Night 1 muſt cry unto the 
Lord, with Groans that 
eannot be uttered. Third) ; 
If God will not Hear me, 
nor do the Things that are 
needful tor me, in manifeſt- 
ing to me His Love,let mc 
at leaſt Nourn, & \Werp, 
and go on in the Bitterne(s 
of my Seul. It 1 (hallnot 
have Comfort, and Peace, 
from God, let me have 
None at all ! 


Mr. Samuel Mather 


| Preached Excellently, con- 


cerning, The Uncheangea®/-» 
neſs of God, From _e 
Go 
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& Inconſtantiam Hominum 
erga Deum, Hiec me itt 
tigerunt : Conſcius eram 
Inconſtantia mee; Et ſe 
rio, imiumeque perculſus, 
proſtratus coram Deo we- 
bementer Orabam Grati 
am, 


he Rebuked the Changen- 
bleneſs & Inconſtan 

men, towards God, Theſe 
Things Touch'd me ; for 
1 wasConſcious to my own 
Inconſtancy ; and being Se- 
riouſly & Inwardly Smxten 
with the ſenſe of it, 1 caſt 
my ſelf down at the Feet 
of God, with Vehement 
Supplications for Ha 


Favour. 


Furthermore, He Acquitted himſelf, as One 


concerned for the Souls of his Pupils, when he 
came to have fuch under his Charge ; & was very 
delirous to ſee their Hearts renewed by Grace, 
the ( Beg inning or ) Head of Knowledge, as well as 
their Heads furniſhed with other Knowledge. He 


would Record ſuch things as cheſe. 


At one Time, 

Allequebar M. W. de 
Salutis Negetic. Multis il- 
lum hortabar, moneham, 
et dirigebam, ad illud cu- 
randum ne ſuffocaret Convi- 
tt ones,e; mconſtantia Deum 
luderet,ſed precihusl IPOS 
KAPTERHS H.Utinam 
ipſe preſtarem, que dixs ! 
Deus, [erva uium Tuve 
*—_ 


I ſpoke unto M. W. n+ 
bout the matters of Eternal 
Salvation, I largely Exhor- 
ted him, adviſed him, dis 
refed bim to be carctul 
This, that he did not Siitfle 

; his Convidtions, & mock 
| God by Inconftancy, but 
' be inſtant in Prayer. I wiſh 
' T could my {lf Do, what 1 
' ſpoke ! Lord, Save that 
| Young man ! | 

C, At 
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At another time, 

S, M. primus e _— 
weis, me allccutas et 
de Anime ſus Hatu; 
plura quidem quam ſfe- 
raſſem Lain audits; et 
( quod Deus dedut ) Cris 
um addi, ut vergerer di 
ligenter Deum [equt, Ant 
mabam ad [equendum De- 
wm ; At pudebat re Ari- 
ditatis fimmi met. 


S. M. the fult of my 
Pupils, kad ſome Speech 
with me, about the State 
of his own Soul; 1 Gladly 


' heard more trom him, 


than I Expected; & (with 


' the Help of God ) | Coun» 


{led him,that he would go 
on to tollow hard atter 
God. I Encuuraged him 
to tollow the Lord ; but 
1 was aſharaed uf the Bar- + 


 rennels of my own Soul! 


Yea, How watchful he was, on all Occaſions, 
to Obſerve what Occaſions he might have to Do 
Good among all the Scholars, I thall no more than 
Trnſcribe the tollowing Paſlage, to intimate. 


Notte, titer Scbolares, 
mula ſerta dixt de Cognoſ 
cendis Rebus Pacts Noſtr &, 
im Die neſtrs, Utman ipſe , 
mibimet u[cultarem | Die 
ſequents plura ego collventrs 
ſum cum Conmubernaitbus, 
ad proband«m, eſſe Dcum, 
et Scripturas efſe pſins 
werbum. ib, nimwn (er 
pit miter mos ATHEO- 
TES, et wuideo Sutanam 
muitos perniciojiſimes Ds 


At Night, among the 
Scholars, 1 uttered many 
Serious Things, about, 
Knowing the Things of our 
Peace 44 our Day. Ob! 
that 1 could my lelf herein 
bur hearken to my felf ! 
"The Day following, I dif- 
courled morc, with my 
Chamber-tellows, to prove, 
'I'hat there is a GOD,and 
thar the Scriptures are His 
Word. Alas, Atheiſm 
creeps in tov much among 

w, 
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#logiſmos ” Nonnullorum | \ a 
| Calt many mo 


mentes injicere « Hoc malo 
peribunt mults Juvenes, ni 
miſerearts, O Deus: Et 
ſenſi me adbuc in bis mt 
ſerrime tenebricoſum, nec 
map is aliquid Rog andum, 
ouam ut Stabiliret me quo 
ad Fundamentales iſtas we- 
ruates, claramque hic wi- 
ſronem daret! Hinc alt 
quando Occa/icmes Capto 
Realuatem, T$IN OEOY 
inculcands, et wuiuſtrandi : 
qued now , om 
mane wideo. tmam 
majors Cords ſenſu, ego 
poſſe Deum pradicare. 
Sed q"id miruns me opple- 
ri Tenebris, qui Oppletus 
ſum Cupiditatibus ! 


us, and [I ſee that Satan does 
Pernicious 
Reaſonings into the minds 
of ſome. Many Young 
men, will periſh by this 
Miſchief, Excepe thou, O 
Lord God, have Mercy on 
them! 1 founa my (elfalſe 
moſt miſerably dark in 
theſe things ; nor is there 
any thing that | have more 
cauſe to ask,than this ; That 
He would Eſtabliſh me in 
theſe Fundamental Truths, 
and give me a Clear Vition 
of them! From hence 1 
ſometimes do Snatch at Oc+ 
calions, to inculcate and il» 
luſtrate the Reality of the 
Things of God : which [ 
ſee,is not altogether in vain. 
I wiſh,l could Preach God, 
with greater ſenſeupon my 
Heart But what wonder 
is it, if I that am full of 


Luſt;,ve alſo full ofDarkneſe ! 


Reader, ſ:ze how impoſſible it was, for this 
Excellent young man to Record any thing? in 
this Diary, without ſome ſtroke of Humiliation 
and Adm.nitin to himiclt in the Cloſe of all : 
The ready way of becoming Excellent ! 

And while he was thus a young man, reſiding 

id 
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in the Colledge, he would ſometimes, on the S4- 
tarday, Retire into the Woods, near the Town, 
and there ſpend a great part of the Day, in Ex- 
amining of his own Heart and Life, Bewailing 
the Evils, which made him want the Mercies of 
God, and Imploting the Mercies which he want- 
ed of the Lord: which Cultome of ſpending 
Satwrd.y, ie had formerly attended allo at Sourh- 
Har p:on, while he was yet, but as a Schvol-Boy 
theic. Moreover, it was, while he thus Reſided 
at the Colledge, that his Brother David, under deep 
Diſt: cfſ2s ot mind abour his Everlaſting Intereſts, 
adurciſzd him for Counſel ; and our Fonarhan 
then wrote unto his Brother that Golden Letter, 
which was almoſt Thirty years atter, publiſhed in 
Lenden, at the End of his Diſcourſe of Glory z A 
Letter whereot the famous Collms makes this Re-+ 
maik, Every Reader ſenſible of Spiritual Thmmgs, will 
fee it written with an Exceilext Spirit, the Spirit of 
God, and drawn out of his own Experiences, and this 
when but newly Entring upon bus Mmiſtry : A Lets 
ter, wherein hz Diſcovers that Experimental Ac- 
quaintance with the Operations of Sm, and of 
Grace, upon the Souls cf men, which may Inti- 
mats how Eminent he was in One of the Accom- 
Fli:ments molt neccſlaty to the Almitry of the 
Golpel, before he had yet En:red upon it. If 
Chryſoſtom, the Ancient, were foinztimes called, 
In/gpums Animorum troctandoruam Artifex, Reader, 
heie was a young man, who ctfeftually proved 


timfelf, A# Artif, at handling the Cajes of 8 oy 


=_ # Wo OG» i 9 Pa © &© a &f cr moto to a 
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F Remember, that Alexander More judges Three 
ceitain Eres, to be the moſt Conſummare Pieces, 
that ever the World ſaw ; Namely, That of Cat 
wm before his I#iutions ; That of Thuanes, be- 
fore his Hiſtory; and That of Caſabon, biore his 
Polybius, Now though this Epiltle of our young 
Mitchel, come not into that Claſs, for the Ear 
belliiaments of Licerature, yer it has been Reck- 


oned one of the molt Conſummate Pieces, in the 
Mcthods of Addrefling a Troubled Mind. 


$ 6. The Extraordinary Learning, 1/";lorn, 
Gravity and Pity of this Incomparable Y: ung 
man, cauſed teveral of the molt Cu nficderable 
Churches in the Countrey, to contrive | ow .hey 
might become Owners of fuch a Treajre, even 
betore ever he had, by one- Pi blick 2c m« ng 
brovght forth any ol the Treaſure Wherewich Hear 
ven had Endowed him The Church-ot Eart- 
ford in particular, being cherein Countenanced 
and Encouraged by the Reverend Mr. Store, ſear 
a Man, and Horſe, above an Hundred rviles, to 
obtain a viſit trom kim, in expectation to make 
him the Succelior of their ever tamous Eocker, 
and though upon the hrit motion to him from 
Hartard, his Humble Surl, wrote thefe words, I 
bad more need get olciie rio @ Corner, and wer, 
than think of Goirg owt int2 tae World, to Do ſuch 
Work : Darkneſs and Deat> clouds my Sul ! Yer he 
was prevailed wichal to vin them. At HDartfere 
he P:cached his Fiilt >2rman, ( Time 24 1649. } 
D 1po1y 
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upon Feb. tr. 27. He Endured, as ſceirs F:1 21 
3s Invi/ible ; On which A&ion, chough with his 
uſual Hur;'y, he wrote thy Reil-ction in liis 
Diary ; In Preaching I was net to feek of what 1 bad 
repared ; but my cn Fleart was Drie, Carnal and 
affected, and methoroht 1 cenld not ſpeak 23th my 
Evidence, or Preſence of rhe Spirit of God ; ſo that 
when I had dene, 1 was deeply aſhamed within my 
fetf,, and could nit but Loath my ſelf, to think h. 2 1+ 
ſerably I had behaved my elf, m that Hich Fmmploy- 
ment, and byw mmſavoury, ſottiſh «2d fooliſh 119 Tart 
ad b.en therein ; 1 thonght, T, and all I «:d, well de- 
ſerved to be Loathed by God and man: Yet that 
Judicious Aſſembly of Chriſtians, were fo well 


plzaſed with the Labours whereof he himſclt 


thoughc ſo meanly, the mm a Meeting the Day 
foll>wing, they Concluded to give him an Invi- 
fation to Settle among them : Adding, That it he 
faw it his beſt way to continue a year longer at 
the Colledee, they would however imactiately 
upon his Acceptance of their Invitation advance 
a confiderabls Sum ot Moncy, to allifſt him in 
firniſhing himſelf with a 1.:zr:7y ( not unlike 
what the Ura::f:oiy Senate once did for the 
Hopeft) young Enrcas Pollts, when they faw him, 
Tuvenem Dotib.:s Ornaium a Deo, non TH /garions : ) 
wh:i:h they faid, was, No 7: 7hins timto thera, ba- 
oing 6.4.4 Mr, Vicokei's Fisiruction ſor Doing ſo. 
But he durit nor then /uncont of their Kind Pro- 
polals : For, bcrc his Jovincev 1 Har:f. rd, the 
Renemned Ar. Sterard) With his Principal Pers 

; lus 
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fons in Cambridge, had importunately pray©d him, 

that he would come down from Hartford, as tree 
az he went up, infomuch as be did upon civers 
Accounts molt belong co Cambridge, & Cambridge 
did hope, that he would yet more belong unto 
them, When Mr. Shepard firſt mentioned this 
thing unto him, he did wich hjs conſtant Huzmlity 
reccrd it in his Diary, with this Refletion, Eve 
mirabar hinc rem : Quid in me widet Pepuzis Des! 
Tſutum Negotinm Reliqui Deo agendum. I won.red af 
this matter ! What is it that the Peopie of Gd ſees 
tw me ? 7 left the while Buſineſs to the Divin* Iieb 
nagement | And now Returning to Camtrisve, he 
1 ſooner came into the Pulpit ( Zug. 12. 1649.) 
but Mr. Shepard, muſt go our of it: Mr. 
S/epard in the Evering told him, Tiis was 
the Piace, where be ſhou'd, by righ', be il the reſt 
of tus Diyes : and enqui ing of tome good Pecor 
pl, How Myr. Witchci s fr/t Sermon wa approvs 
es 4n0nz tvem; thiy told him, Very wel, Thin 
{il he, My I/irk is done! And behoid, within 4 
tw Daves more, that Great Man was by Death 
t:zko;n oft, fo that the Unanimous Delire of Came 
b-i4ce for Mr. Mitchel ro be their Paſtor was 
Hatitenced, with tcveral Circumſtances of Neceſtt- 
iy, tor bim to Comply with heir Deſire. But 
as tlie Jewes ale to fav about the Birth of R. Fe- 
huda, on the very fame Day, that another famons 
Kaz dyed, Ev are oe; dit Lun Trarhs, & nteum Oria 
ef; S» L may now lay, The Jaome Day was the 
Libs of New Loglanil, Extmmguiſticd and Revivcd 
ad 3 * - 
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Q 7. Occubuit Sol; Nox nulla Secuta eſs, 
Upon the ſetting of Shepard there arole Mitchel, 
in whoſe Light not only the Church of Cambridge, 
but the Colkedge, and the whole Country, were 
now to Rejoyce for a Seaſon, The Eyes of all News 
England were upon him, with Great Expet#ations ; 
and he did mare than anſwer their ExpeFFations : 
for he was indeed, an Extraordinary Perſon. But 
ſcarce a Paragraph of his Life can be written #9 
tbe Life, wichout fome Refletion upon that Humi- 
lity, with which the Spiric of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, both' prepared him for, and adorned him in, 
all of chat Figure, whereto he Arrived in the Ser- 
vice of the Churches. Juſt upon the Time of his 
Buginning his Miniſtry at Cambridge, he was taken 
dangerouſly Sick of the Smal! Pox, but though he 
were Sick nigh unto Death, God had Mercy on him, 
an not on bim only, but on all the Churches thro' this 
Wilderneſs m bim. No ſooner was he Recovered 
ot that Sickneſs, but this Humble - Soul, wrote, 


Ottob 4. 1649. in hisDiary,(which after this time, | 


Ipoke Engl:ſb,) theſe among other paſſages : It has 
been of late Weeks a ſpecial time of Adverſity with 
me, The Lord Help me to Conſider it ! I might ſay, 
My skin is Bioken, and become Loathfome ; and, 
There is no Reſt in my Bones becauſe of my Sin, 


my Loins are filled with a loathſome Diſeaſe, &| 


there is no ſoundneſs in my tlelh 3; By ſuch # foul, 
nozſom, filthy Diſeaſe, it well appeared, what I indeed 
was ; 6: the Prophet ſpeaks, Full of putreſying Sores. 

2 ——- ay--—D Was - It 
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It being at this Time,l was as a City ſet upon an Hill; 

That when I was aitemp'ing the Pure and Sacred 
Work of the Miniftry, I ſhould be ſurprized with that 

Horrible Diſeaſe ! Do I begin to be ſome Body in the 
werld ? God will make meVile in theEyes of the whole 
Country ; God will Humble me before the Sun,and m 
the Sight of all I{racl. He will bave me begin my Mi- 
nfry with this Diſeaſe + He knows, that 1 haze need 
of s Great Deal of Purifying , before ] come to that. 
A loathſome Sinngr ſhall = 4 loatbſome Swckne(s ! 
And the Grace ot Heaven that made this Fic of 
Sickneſs, to be Conſidered thus as an Humiliation, 
by this Eminent young man, then Entring\upon 
his Miniſtry, did by continually Intuſing other 
Thoughts ful of Humiliation into him, lay the 
Foundation of ſtately Swperfiraftures. As our Loid 
Jeſus Chriſt, entring upon His Miniſtry , endured 
the foreſt Confli& of Temptation, that He had e- 
ver met withal, ſo did this Excellent Embaſſador of 
that Lerd ; He had his Mind forcly Buffered with 


. Amazing & Confounding Apprehenſions. Per- 


haps it will be many ways profitable unto ſome 
Candidates of the Miniſtry, as well as others, to ſee 
theſe Papers Recite ſome of the [ad Paſſages, that 
rolled over the Soul of a moſt Lovely Ar ay 
when he was Beginning to Prexch the Goſpel of 


| Peace. We then find him at a Time, when every 


one admired the Excellencies that Beawrifyed him, 
thus Writing and Thinking of himſ:1f, as the De- 
formedeſs Sinner in the World, Art one time. 
* 4 have Lived in this World almgſt Twenty 

D 3 « five 
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«« five years, 5nd unto this Day have known lit- 
"tle of God in Chrilt, made little Proviſion tor 
« Eternity, got lictle Acquaintance wi h the tavour 
* and love of God. How | have Improved this 
* Time, Wo to me, I may be athamed to ſpeak, 
« amaz-d to think! Ar awother time, © Lord, [| 
* know not whether ever fuch a Sinner,as I, came 
* to Thee for Mercy ; whether ever ſuch a work 
** was done to any poor Wretch, as the faving of 
F my Soul muſt be. At another tzme. ©] have 
* ran through all the means of Knowledge, and 
* fer ſe no Truth Really, and in the Glory of 
"it; All Aﬀtiiaions,and yet am not Humbled nor 
« Serious 5 All Mercies, and yet am noc Thank- 
« fill ; All Means of Good, and yet am Evil,only 
** Evil, Tranfc:ndencly-Evil, in the higheſt De- 
* gree,to this Dav. Ar another time. © If God 
* do me any Goad, or Go any Good by me, it 
* muſt be a Creating work. Lord, I am fit for 
"* nothing ; ( Good tor nothing at all ) neicher to 
* Livc, nor Dy ; ncicher to Teach, nor Learn ; 
** ncicher to Think, nor Speak ; neither to Do, 
** nor ſuifer 5; nejcher ro Communicate Good, 
* nor receive any z Go through all that I am, 
** either wichin, or without, what am 1, but Vile- 
* ncks, and Abomination ? At another time. © The 
* Church will ( I ſuppoſe ) this day, conſider, & 
** ceternnne a Day tor Orvination ; but did there 
* ever ſuch a Creature, as I am, go abour ſuch a 
 bulinets? I was low, and vile this time Twelve- 
'! wyonth, when they tirſt made the Motion ; bue 
I 
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* lam far lower and viler now. Great is the 
** wrath of God that lyes upon me ; and the to- 
** kens of it are jn ſome reſpeds increaſed. I can- 
** not, with Confidence go to God, as my Fa: hep 
* in Jeſus Chriſt. I know no Truth of God to 
* any pu-poſe. T have no Treaſure of Chriſtian 


: © Experience : I know not what belongs to the 


**© main mateers of Converſion and Salvation. My 
* Sin is enough to bring a Curſe upon all I do, & 
* upon the whole place : I am under the very 


** teet of Satan, in reſpe& of ie, ObjeF.' But ſhell 


* mor my Sin then binder me,and make ms Rejiſe his 
"* Work of the Miniflry'? Anfw. © That is to mend 
* one Sin with another. The more evil, and the 
* le{s good I have done, the more need I have tp 
"* give my ſelf up to do what good I can Now ; 
** Sure T thould not chuſe my Sin, and leav2 Gods 
"Wok; andit I caſt it away, and goto God tp 
* take jr away,and wait on Him, 'tis poflible with 
* Him, to deliver me from it, and to help me in 
** His Work,: Though that would be the greateſt 
** wonder, that ever was done ! Howerer, I:t mc 
"Ive at His Feet, and l:are my {If with Hiny. 
* Qneft. FWby do I enter rpon it ? Anlw. | Becauſe 
** God bids me, and Commands me ? Lt. 5. He 
* will have it fo, and why ſhould my ſelf, or Sig, 
* or Satan, fay, What doeſt Thou ? | Objef. But jt 
* way be God 2:11 rake no Pleaſure in me 'Arlw. 
&« deterve He ſhould not, bu yet He tleferves to 
* be Honoured & Spoved ; and I:t it be my Nap- 
© pineſs and Joy to do 'tha?, whatever begomes of 

A * me 
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* meat laſt. Art another time. © My caſe is now 
* ſuch (fo Dreadful, Deſperate and Fotilorn ) as I 
& think,chere never was the like upon Earch, fince 
* Adam was formed, pntq this Day : There is 
* only this place of Hope, That there is 3 Degree 
" of Mercy in God, beyond what any ever yet 
"* made uf- of ! for pp man ever came to the End 
f* of Infinite Mercy : Lord, Honour Thy felt by 
"* me, ſome way or other, what ever þecome of 
* me. At anctber tpne. © Lord, It js the Hour & 
* Power of Darknefs \ with me; | fel the Dreadful 
* Rage of Satan, and my vile Heart, now againſt 
=" me, to overturn me, and to cut off thy Name, 
* which Thon call:ſt me to bear in this Place. I 
** know not what will become of me, nor what to 
«* {xy to Thee : but Þ leave my Wotu] Soul, and 
** {It to thy Lilpoling, Lord, I am in Hell, wilt 
** thou [:t me lye there ? Af another time. © God 
* hath put this Fear into my Heart, leſt chis be che 
* Fruit, and Recompence of my Sin, that I ſhall 
* never know God for mine in Truth, but Live 
* and Dy, in an unſound and ſ:If Deceiving way ; 
** that I ſhould have many fears and Prayers, and 
* G2od Afﬀecjons and Duties and Hopes,and Or- 
* dinances, and Scemings, but never an Heart 
* toundly Humbled, and foundly Comforted unto 
** my Dying Day, but bz a Son of Perditjon to 
* the laſt, and never have God's fpecial Love 
" Revealed and Afſured to me ! Lord, keep 'this 
** Fear alive in my Heart! Such Paſlages as 
theſe, abundantly diſcover the Comritions, that laid 
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him exceeding [.ow, in his own Apprehenſion of 
himſelf, at the Time, when God was Raiting him 
to High Improvements, among His Pevple; and it 
was by th:ſe Avaſements tharHeaven prepared him 
for thoſe Impropements, But being, atter ſuch Pre- 
parations,called torth to the Service of the Churches, 
his Employments came in fo thick upon tim,that 
he had not ſuch liefure as heretofore to Enrich 
his Diarys, with his Obſervations. He was at 
length Reduced unto this Cuſtom, that Ordinari- 
ly, on the Week before he Adminiſtred the Sa- 
crament of the Lords Supper which was once in two 
Maths, he ſpene a Day in Prayer with Fafing, 
betore the Lord; and one of his Exerciſes on 
ſuch a Day, was to Remind and Record, ſuch 
Paſſages of Diyine Providence towards Himſelf, his 
Houſe, his Flock, the whole Comntrey, yea, and the 
whole Nation, as he judged Uſeful tq be Remem- 
breds with him; and ſuch eſpecially as might 
Q icken the Humiiations & the Spplications wheres 
in he was engaged, 


bl 


&. The Death of Mr. Shepard, was a Death- 
wound unto the Soul of Mr. Mitchel, whole Ve- 
neration for the Great Holineis, Learning, and 
Wildom, of his Predeceſſor, cauſed him to / a: 
ment exceedingly the Loſe of fo Rich a B-ſlirg, 
and begin his own publick Miniſtry, at Cambridge, 
with Sermons full of thoſe Lamentaticns. itieed 
when he had Occaſion to mention tis own {i- 
ving Four years under Mr, Shepard's Miniſtry. he 
added, Unleſs it had been four jears living in He 

Ven, 
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err, 1 know not bow I copld bave more cauſe 19 Bleſt 
God with wider, than for thoſs Four years, Under 
an Aﬀtlidion, » hich he fo much Reſented, the 
Comin: which he fo ſought for himfſclt, he 
thus ex 1 d : What. bleſſed thing js it to bave 
the 3.4. tor, the Man Chrift Feſus to go wnto, when 
1 bawve no Friend that I can fully ſpeak to, and open 
all my Complanits and Ajls mie His Baſome ? 1 think, 
were 41r Shepard mow alive, 1 would go and mreat 
bis Ceunſel and Help, and Pr ayer. Why, wow I way 
go freely into the Boſome of the . Man Chriſt Feſut, 


who is able, faithful, t bearted above the beſt of 


meer men. find I may (Go, and tell bim not only ny 
Sorroy s ( and yet that.s na ſwall, matter, ) but aifo 
my Sing, all my Sins; though not without ſhame, yet 
without fearſul Deſpair., 1 may Complain to Hin of 
a ffrong Luſt, and of am Hard Heart. And He does 
wot only Pity :ne { and that He does wore than any 
may could do ) It, is alſo fully able ts Help me againſt 
Serrcy', yea, and egaintt Sin tco, And in Hin, 1 
' may ſee, an t:1e bold of the Pity, and Love, and 
Grace of Gd the Father, who through Him, 1s wel 
pieaſed, . Pvt that he might ſignalize bis Aﬀedi- 
on to the Memory of ht Predec- flar, he fpeeds- 
ly wok the nat to peritte 2::d publiſh the Se-- 
mons of that Worthy ma.:, upon the Paralie of 
the Ten Tir, vihich mak: a Volumn in Fil ; 
with a mo{t I:xccilent, and judicious Pretace of 
bis thereunto, Which aivcrwards, was not with- 


Out Its Prrcrppnence IN RC {rot cence Of Grad, who 
after liis own Ueath, is Can du incns wpcn, Th: 
Glorz 
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Glory to which God bath called ' Believers By Pefur? 
Chriſt (caretully Tranſcribed, and fo Tranſmitted» 
by Captain Laurence Hammond of Charlffown, to 
whoſe cares about jt, the Church is now behol- 
den tor this Treaſurc, ) were by ſome ſurviving 
Fricnds, P.inted at Londew. And he whom L 
have once alceady compared unto Poilie, who Dy+« 
cd, when between Forey and Titty years old, wag 
in this alſo, like that Germane Divine, who lefg 
chind him a Book of Sermons, De. wita wterna, 
whercot Meichior Adam fivs; Non ſolum ſus Com- 
feſſionis Homines omniunm Ordinum in Delictts habua+ 
runt, ateve babent ; [ed etiam Adverſariornm nonnulls, 
minus move; probaterime : Both Friends and Fees 
approved ir. The young Gentlewoman, whom 
his Predeceilor had marricd a little betore his Dey 
ceale, be now allo married, upon the general Rev 
commendations of that Widow onto him; and 
the Exrhalamiums, which the Students of the Col- 
ledge then Cel:brated. that Ma) riage withal, were 
expreſſive ol the Sr isfaction, which ic gave anto 
all the Good people in the Vicinity. -  Howbeit, 
before tins, he had addrefled himfelt unto the Ve- 
nerable old Mr. C-ttrr, for leave to become his 
Sor-in-law, and Mr, Corton prognoſticating the E- 
minency, w hich lo woull arrive unto, had given 
Lewe vnto it : But the Immature Death of that 
Hopei:! voung Genmlewoman, Mts. Sarab Cottow, 
preventirs fo dtirabls a March, made way tor 
his pw fuing ang obtaining this othc> Settlement. 
Being lo feulcd ; lic wholly ' gave himiclt up ” 
ene 
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the Services of his Miniſtry, with ſuch a Diſpoſi- 
tion, as h-: exorelt 4 in his Parting Advice to a- 
nother, who Travelling trom hence to England, 
had theſ» wcids from him at his Farewel; My ſc- 
rious Adwvirs t you 11, hat you keep out of Company, 
8: far as C' ill tanity and Crouuy will give you leave 
Take it fron me ; The Tine ſpent in Study, you 
will gener ;;'y find ſpent the nwoſs Proſuably, Comfort «+ 
bly and Accountably. | | 


& 9. Eigbteen jears did he continue a Paſtor 
to the Church of Cambridge. And as that which 
Encouraged him to Accept at firſt the Paſtoral 
Charge of that Flock, was his being .able to 
write that Charaer of them, Thet rhey were 4 
Gracious, Savoury ſpirited people, principled by Mr. 
Shepard, liking a» Humbling, Mourning, Heart- 
breakmg Manijhsy and Spirit ; Livomg in Religion, 
(Praying men and women: Here ( (aid He) I might 
bave Occaſions of many ſweet Heart breakings b 
God, which I have [o m:ch need of | So the Conti- 
nual Prazers of {ich 2 People to the Lord Jefus 
Chrilt, tor him, doubticts confribuced more than 
a ligle, unto his being turniſhked from Heaven 
with fuch Rich Treaſurcs of Light and Grace, as 
made his 1in:;7ry richly ſerviceable unto them 
all. In this his 4/in#3:ry, be Preached over a 
great part of th: Rody of Divinity, And as Paul 
appealed unto }.is two firſt Chapters to the Ephe/7- 
ans, thus in ſom: Dcgree, an Appeal might have 

bzea made unto thols Labours of this Adrpiravle 
Preaghgr, 
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Preacher, to Demonſtrate his Knewledge of the 
Myſtery of Chriff. He made a moſt Entertaining 
Exp: ſion on the Book of Geneſis, and part of Ex- 
#dus ; he mae many Incompaiable Diſcourſes on 
the tour firft Chapters of Fob : Occaſional Subjets, 
he alſo Hani/led many; with much Variety : He 
likewiſe kept a Mombly Lefare, where he largely 
Handled Miſery by Sin, and Salvation by 
Chrilt, and cntred on the Do&rine of Obedience 
due thereupon; and vaſt Aſſemblies of People 
from all the Neighbouring Towns, reckoned it, 
highly worth their pains to Repair unto that Le- 
ure, The Sermons wherewith he ted the Church 
of God, were admirably #ell- Studied ; they {till 
imelc of the Lewy ; and, indeec, it there were 
nothing elſe to prove it, yet the Notes which he 
wrote in his Preparations for his Publick Exerct- 
fes, were Proof enough of his being an Indefati- 
gable Studemx. He ordinarily medled with no 
Point, but what he managed with ſuch an extra- 
ordinary Jwvention, Diſpoſucom, and Copious Appli- 
cation, as it ke would leave no material thing to bs 
ſaid- of it, by any that ſhould come after him. 
And when he came to Utter what he had Prepa- 
red, his Utterance had ſuch a becoming Timeable- 
neſs, and Vivacity, to fer ic off, as was indeed Ini- 
miable ; though many of our Eminent Preach- 
ers, that were in his Time, Students at rc Coledge, 
did eflay to Imitate him. I: has been obſerved 
by others, as well as Ferom, that Gre firmiter con- 
cepimns, bene Joquiryur, ſqnidem Talia i Anime 
Subſt 1m® 
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Subſanttam quaſi Concoqueade ſunt Concerſa: and 
our. Witchcl, having accordingly well Concotted 
what he was to Deliver, with clear and ſtrong 
Thouglts apon it, cxpreited ic with a Natural E> 
loquence, which, ( as Tully Jays ot all Truc Ks 
querce ) Calt the Hearers ynto Wendermens. Vie» 
lound Meditation having fiilt, in bis Hears got rea» 
Uy'a well compol:d, AMeatiOfering tor tle Houſe 
vo; God, lis Tongue wah as the Per of a RtadyWriter 
io baing ic fyrth : 46d hi Audixortos uſually counts 
cd themiclves ac a Feaſt with the Inhbabicants of 
Heaven, whilc le was thusEntertataing of them. 
Hi Preaching was mee that which Dr. Manon 
would juſtly Rebuke under the. Name 'of Genie» 
wan Preachizg : or, a'lort of Hereague tingly Las 
ccd and guilded with fuch Phalerate Stef, as plains 
ly Dilcovets the Vaairy of them, thiac yawple wich 
It : buc he {till ſpoke, as a it Seneca's 
Philoſopher was to Remember; Ad amſeros wwcatut 
#1 ; ovem laturus Naufrags:, Captis, Efgres, Inten- 
le ſecurt ſubjed um pretfc antivus Caper” .: Such a 
thing 4» Much more to be Remembred by 'a Adine 
Her of the Lord Jclus Chrith. Heace, . though he 
had a very Cicws Siie, aud fpoke, ++ Adunday ſed 
e medio, Cirrjueraque verbs 1 by the flihe token, 
thac when he had oncs. uled 'oge word,” in the 
Pulpic, which it may be, no |body eMe; bekides 
_ kimf{cl/ would have to {cvarely Cri x5/ed. upon, at- 
ter he came home,he wiote a fevereAnumadvellion 
upon it ; 1 was after, in my [cif Afbamed Ci, ( he 
WIGS ) as bemg a1 hrzſe 308 Coarſe for the Puipu ? 
: Negyeulis: 
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Noverthelefs, he had allo a Plaw Style, for which 
he might have been juſtly called, as Melangthow 
was by Keckerman, Ille, ws fie dican, Per(pronztatis 
Genius : but fo pungenily improved, that what he 
ſpoke, was felt by his Hearers, as Quick and Powers 
Fl. One, that. bath addr. the Wold with a 
Tceatile of Eccleſieftical Rbetorich, laith, Credot mi 
bi Mmifterii Candicatus ; Tris ſunt, que Valle com- 
mendant Concienaterem; Vacis dAmabilitas, Epitheto- 
rem Emphaſis, « Comnexionis Comcinnitas ; Now all 
of theſe Three Gommendatiom did belong to the 
Preaching of our Afstchel, And, as it was the Re+ 
mark of that then Matchieſi Preacher, Bucboltzer, 
to whom 1 have often in my Thoughts Marcb'd 
our Adnchei, That s Preacher was known by bus Pero4 
raven, 50 'twas Ramarkt of our Aichel, that cio) 
he were all along in his Preaching, «s « zry /.cve- 
Iy Song of ane chat bath a pleaſam Voice, yer as ho 
drew near to the doſe of his Excycites, his Comes 
ly Fervency would Riſe to -a\ Marvellous mcalure 
of Energy ; He would ſpeak wich fuch a Trant- 
cendoent Majeſty and Livelimeſi, that the Veopke 
yu Thwnderftruch than they that licard Cicwres 

ration for Ligerins) would ofcen Shake un.cr 
his Diſlpenſacions, as if they had Hoard the Sound 
ofthe Trampets trom the Burmng Mountain,and \ Ct 
they. would Aeurs to think that they were going 
preſently to be Diſmiſled from ſuch a7 Heawen 

o# Ewreb. He lia indecd an Uncommon mea- 
ſure of that Prividedge, that is Reported ol Kweb- 
oper, Ut, kout nomj3' finits Hora eAlie's prenuncy 
6 | 14. 1:6073 
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nallum tamen Audiend! Tadium, el e media cuiquity 
plebe, Obrepſerit : though he Preached Long Ser- 
mons the People were never weary of Heering them. 
Vaſt was the Happinef of the Scholets at the Cob 
ledpe, and ( in them ) of all the Charches in che 
| Country, while Cambridge was Tikuminaced with 
fuch a Miniſtry ! le was a Refle&ion upon this 
macter, long tince Printed unto the World ; Res- 
fon and "i Fox requirerh, that the Miniſter of :bat 
Hlace, be more than Ordinary endewed with Learn- 
ng, Gravity and Wiſdom, Orrbodexy, Ability, Excelene 
Gifts in Preachmg, thet [o the Sebvlars, which are Di- 
voted to be Preachers o! the Goſpel, might be (« 
with the Spirit of (uch aw Elijah : Is which m__—_ 


this Hely man of God, was _— furniſhed ; and 
bis Labour - abmudextly bleſſed: For, " very 


many of the Sch. jars bred up in bus time ( as is obſerv- 
ed ) do ſavour of bis Spirit, for Grace, aud 4 mort at- 
trattive manner of Preaching. Truly, as it was no 
rare thing tor a German Divine to give fol:mn 
Thanks unto God, For being Born in the Dayes of 
Mclan&hon ; fo there > many a New Engisſh Dt- 
vine, who has given Thanks to God, Fer =_ = 
mg at ths Colledye im the Dayes of Mitchel. But ix 
mult here _— , That hd the chief Labours 
of this Exemplary tafgor, were in the Stwdy, and 
the Pulpit, yet he Cid not think himſelf there 
Excuſcd tiom thoſe Paſtoral Viſas which his F 
expected tiom him. Herein he viſred at fie 
Hours, which he ſc apart for it, the ſeveral Fami- 
lizs of his Fleck 3 not upon Trivial Deſigns, o_ 
wit 
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as | with ſerious and ſolemn Addreſſes, to their Souls 
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npon the matters of their Exzerlaftimg Peace ; and 
the Gildas Salvianus of Mr. Baxter, was hetein ouC 
Witthel himſelf, as well as inuch Read and 
Priz'd by this Faithful Pafor, who Watch'd for 
Souls, as one that 24s to give ah Account. 


$ 10. What he was in his Mmifry, the ſame 
he was in his Diſcipline, when Offences aroſe, that 
called for his Contideration, in the Church where- 
to he was Related : Faithful, Prudent, Zealows, Ho- 
ly, and like , an” Angel of a Church, Not Becring 
with thoſe that are Evil, When a publick Admont- 
tion was to be Diſpenſed unto any One, that had 
offended ſcandalouſly, one could have heard no- 
thing mcte Pathetical, or more Powerful, than his 
Diſcourſes, on thoſe unwelcome Occaſions : the 
Hearers would be all Drowned in Tears, as if the 
Admonition had been, as indeed he would wich 
much - Artifice make ic be, direted unto then all : 
bu: ſich would be theCompaſſion.& Yer the Grawuy, 
the Majeſty, the Scriptural and Awiul rungency ot 
theſe his Diſpenſations, that the Cir ſcirrce of the 
Offender himſelt, could make no Rceliltance chere- 
unto, Bur when the Lord Jeſus Chiilt intends 
to make any Steward in His Houfe, eminendy 
Prudent and Faithful, He commonly Tries that 
Perſon, by Ordering ſome very Difficule  Church- 
Caſes to ariſe, quickly atter his firſf Entrance up- 
on the Stewardſhip. Some ſuch Thorny Church- 
Caſes Eid foon' Exerclie the Thoaghts of this eraly 
FE, Aged 


66 The Life of 
Azed young man ; in all of which he conſcicnti- 
ouſly conſidered the Rights of the Fratcrnity to 
Judge in their own Charch Caſes, as that Renown: 
| ed Miniſter, and Martyr, the Bleſſed Cprian did, 
when he could fay in one of his Epiſtles unto his 
Flo.k From the very Begining of my Miniſtry, ] de- 
Fermuned to do nothing without the Conſem of my 
People : and again, Alt Church- Affayrs, as mutual 
Reſpect requireth, | in commune traRtabimus } we 
will manage them im common ; and again, He would 
Reſtore and Adaic none but thoſe who ſhould 
Flead their cauſe before all the people ; { Acturi apud 
plebem univerſam Caufam fuam: } and order 
none of their matters, but | przſentrbus et Judi- 
'cantibus vobis, ] with' their Preſence and Fudgment. 
And if Mr. Mitchel had 'heard any reckon the 
Liverty of the Breibren thus confefted in the Dayes 
of Cyprian, to be an Apoſtaſy from what was in the 
Beginning, he would have azkd them, whether 
they reckon'd the Loſs of this Liberty afterwards, 
in the Riſe ot Popery, to be any Begining, or 
Tendency towards Chorch Reformation & Recovery? 
Now tho” this Liberty of the Brerbre», which our 
Mitchel according to the Primitive Congreg at iowal 
Churcb-Diſciplane allow'd, be that wherein tor the 
molt part the Repole of the Paftors has been by 
the compaſſionate wildom oft our Lord Jeſus 
Chrilt provided tor, yet fome Trcavle fometimes 
has ariſen to the Paſtors ftrom the Brethrens abule 
of their Liberty, which has call'd for much Pati 
exce and Prudence ia tholg that have the Rule o- 
. Ver 
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ver them, And to there did unto our Mitchel, 
who on this Occaſion, as on all others, was 14” 
Cier {till co condemn 1.imiclf, than any othe-3; 
a1d once particula tv, recorded this paſſage in 
bis Diay. 1 was Troubled, { at fore improper 
Cavils from the Brethren } and I fear ſpake not (o 
Lovingly and Prudently 8s Þ ſhould have done. T feet 


wy Spirit ready to riſe, and forget my Prmciples of 


Lymg Low m the Duſt, and beawing with cthers In- 
firmuies, and betoming all Things to all men, for their 
Edrfication. Ob! Lord Humble me, and Teach m: 
bow to carry it ! Thus did this Excellent perion 
write, when he was Enumerating his Humbling 
Circumſtances, in a Secrer Faſt before the Lord. 
But there was an Harder Cafe than any of thele, 
to Exerciſe him. Our Mitchel, prefently upon his 
becoming the Pafor of Cambridge, met with a more 
than ordinary Trial, in that the Gocd M:n, wt.o 


was then the Pre/ident of the Clledge, and a” 


Member ef the Church there, was unaccor n'a- 
bly tallen into the Briars of Antipzde%ep's/m ; and 
being Briar d in the Serugles ot tat Pertwaſion, 
he not oaly forbore to preſent an mfr ct his 
own unto the Baptiſm ot the Lord, but alſo thought 
himſ{cl' under tome Obligation co bear tis Tetlt- 
mony in ſome Sermons, againſt ths Adminiltratt- 
on of Baptiſm to any #fans whatſoever. The 
Brethren ot the Church wece fomewhat vehement 
end viclent in their ligi iiying of their Dillafs- 
ja:tion, at the Obſtruction, which the Renuonr 
ces ot that Gememan, chreatned unto the Peace * 

K a alle 
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able” Fraffice of Infant Baptiſm, wherein they 
had hicherco walked ; and judged it neceflary 
for the Vindication of che Churches Name abroad 
in the Countrey, and for the ſafety of the Con- 
gregation at home, to deſire of him, that he would 
ceaſe Preaching as formerly, until he had better 
ſatisfied himſelfin' the Point now Donbted by him. 
- At theſe things, exrream- was the Uneaſineſs of 
our WYitchel, who told the Brethren, That more 
Light and leſs Heat would do better : but yet flaw 
the zeal of ſome againſt .chis Good Man's Error, 
to puſh this matter on fo far, that being but a 
Young man, he was likely now to be Embaraſled 
in a Controverſy, wich ſo Conſiderable a Perſon, 
and wich one who had been his Tutor, and a Wor- 
#by and a Gedly man. He could give this Ac- 
count of it, Through the Churches being apt to Hurry 
on too Faſt, and too Impatiently, I found my ſelf much 
Oppreſſed ; eſpecially Conſidering my on Weakneſs to 
grapple with theſe Difficulties ; This Brſmeſs did lye 
down and riſe up, ſleep and wake with me : It was 
s diſmal thing to me, that I ſhould Live ts ſes Truth 
or Peace Dying or Decaying in peor Cambridge. But 
while he was with a Prudence incomparably be- 
yond what might have been expected from a 
Young man, managing this Thorny Buſmeſs, he faw 
caulc to Record a paſſage, which perhaps will: be 
judged worchy of ſome Remembrance. That Day 
( writes he, Decemb. 24. 1653. ) after I came from 
bim,T had a ſtrange Experience : | found Hurryimg and 
Preſſing Suggeſtions againſs Padobaptifin, and w- 
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je&td Scruples and Thuwghts whether the other way 
might not be Right, and Se Baptiſm, an Inventiow 
of men : and whether I might with Good Conſcience 
Baptiſe Children, and the like. And theſe Thoughts 
were Darted in with ſome Impreſſion, and lef: a ſtrange 
Confuſion and Sicklineſs upon my Spirit. Tet me- 
thought, ut was not Hard to Diſcern that they were 
from the EVIL ONE. Firſt, Becauſe they 
were rather Injeted, Hurrying Suggeſtions, than any 
deliberate Thoughts, or bringing any Light with them. 
Secondly, Becauſe they were Unleaſonable ; Inter- 
rupting me in my Study for the Sabbath, & putting my 
Spirit into @ Confuſion, (0 4s I bad much a do, 10 do 
ougbt m my Sermon. It was not now a time to Study 
that matter ; but when im the former part of the Week, 
I had given my ſelf to that Study, h more I Studied 
it, the more Clear and Rational Light 1 ſaw for Px- 
do-baptiſm. But now theſe Suggeſtions Hurryed me 
Into Scruples. But they made me-cry out ts God for 
His Help ; and He did afterward Calm and clear 4 
my Spirit. I thovght the End of them was, Fiſt, 
To ſhew me the Corruption of my Mind ; How apt 
that was to take in Error, even as my Heart is to rake 
in Luſt, Secondly, To make me walk in Fear; and 
take bold on Teſus Chriſt to keep me im the Truth ; 
and it was a check to my fermer Self Canfidence, 
is made me fearful to go needleſly to Mr. D. for me+ 
thcngbt 1 found a Venome and Feiſon, m bis Inſmuat- 
ons and Diſccurſes agamſt P xdo-baptiſm., Thudly, 
That I might be Mindful cf the Aptnefs in others to 
be ſoon ſhaken in Ming, and that 1 might warn other; 
FR FS 1 there 
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thereof, and mig bt Inow bow to ſpeak to them from 
Experience. And indeed my former Experience of 
Irccligions InjeRions, was ſore Help 10 me to Diſcs- 
Va the nature of Theſe. I Reſolved alſo on Mr. 
HoOokers Princip'e, That I would have an Argu- 
ment, able co Remove a Mountain, betore LI 
would Recede jrom, or Appear againſt a Tiuth or 
Practice, reccived among the Faithtul. After the 
Sabbath vis over, and | 'F time to Reflef} upon the 
Thoughts «f thoſe things, thoſe Thoughts of Daubt de-' 
ried, and | R unto my former Frame. The 
rout-l:s thus Impending over the Church of Cam- 
bridge, did Ms. QPitrhel happily wade through 3 
rily by much Prajer wh Fefting, in Secret, 
etore. Gol, for the Good Ifhhe of theſe tings ; 
partly, by getting as much Help as he could from 
the Neig bbouring Miniflers, tobe Interpoled in theſs 
Difficul:i s ; and partly, .by uſing much Meekreſs 
of W:[dom towards the Erroneous Genileman ; tor 
whom our Mr Mitchel continued fuch an E- 
ſteen', that although ts Removal from the Go- 
vernment of the Colledge, and from his Dwelling 
—_ in Cambridge, had been procured by theſe 
ifferences,yet when he Dyed, He Honoured him 
with an Elegy, from which I will tranſcribe one 
Stanza or two, becauſe it very truly points out 
that Generous, Gracious, Catholick Spirit, which - 
adorned that Perſon, who wrote it. 


Where Fath m JESUS « Sincere, 
That Soul, He Saving, pram ;, 


__ 
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What wants or Errors elſe be there, 
That may and do Conſift therewith, 


And though we be Imperfe&t bere, 
And in One Mind cant often meet, 
ho know in part, m part may Err, 
Though Faith * One, All do not ſee't : 
Tet may we once the Reff obtain, 
Jn Emverlaiting Bliſs above, 
Where Chriſt with PerteRt Saints doth Reign, 
In Perfe& light, «nd perfe& Love : 


Then ſhall we all wy as Se, 
Faich's Unity #s there full-grown ; 

There One Truth, all beth Love med See, 
And thence are Perſett made in One. 


There Luther bob and Zuinglius, 
Ridley #»4 Hooper, there agree; 
There all the truly Righteous, 
Sans Freud Live to Eternitie. 


But there was a ſpecial Deſign of Heaven, in 


.Ordering theſe Trials to befal our MWithel, thus 


in the Beginning of his Miniſtry. He was here- 
by put upon Studying and Maintaining the Do- 
Arine of Infant Baptiſm ; and of Defending the 
Viſible Interef# of the Children of the Faithful in 
the Covenant of Grace, under the New Adminiſtra- 
tion of it, as well as under the O!4, wherein we 
all know the Infents of Believers cnjoycd the Seal 
of being made Righteons by Faith, In the De+ 
| E 4 fence 
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fence of this Comfortable Truth, he not only Prea® 
ched more than half a ſcore ungainſayable Ser- 
mons, while his own Church was in ſome Dan- 
ger by the Hydrophobie of Ayabaptiſm, which was 
come upon the Mind of an Eminent perſon in 
t ; but allo when afterwards the Reſt of the 
Churches were Troubled by a ſtrong Attempt up- 
on them from the Spirit of Anebaptiſm, there was 
a Pubiick Diſputation appointed at Bofton, two days 
rogerher, for the clearing of the Faith, in this 
Article, this Worthy man was he, who did moſt 
Service, in this Diſputation ; whereot the Effet 
was, that although the Erring Brerbren, as is uſual 
in ſuch ces, made this their Laſt Anſwer to the 
Arguments, which had caſt them into much Con- 
fuſion, Say what you wil, We will Hold our Mind ! 


[ Concurrat qeterum licet in Te Turba, potes Tu, 
Hac omnes una wincere woce, Nego; | 


Yet others were happily eſtabliſhed, in the 
Right Wayes of the Lord. Nor was this all the 
Good and Greae Work, for 'which this rare per- 
- ſon was marvellouſly prepared, by theſes Temprati- 
ons : there is a further Stroke of our Church Hi- 
fory, to be here briefly Touched, though elſewhere 
moic fully to be given. 


$ xr. New-England was a W1derny Plant» 
ed by a People, generally ſo Remarkable in” their 
Holy Zzal, for the Ordinances belonging to the 
Houſe of God, that for the fake of Enjoying the 


Mr. Jonathan Mitchel. 73 
Adminiſtrations of thoſe Ordinances with. Sc: 
tural Purity, they had undergone the ſevere Perſe- 
cutzons Which at laſt Exiled them into that Ameri- 
can Wilderneſs: And hence there were few peo- 
ple of any Significancy, in the Tranſplantation, 
but what at their firſt Coming over, joyned them- 
ſelves unto the full Communi m of the Chnrches, in 
all ſpecial Prdinances, though many of them had 
( 1 ſay notguſtityably ) made the Terms of their 
Communion ſo ſtri&, that it might juſtly have 
been Reckoned a difficuk thing for ſome Sincere 
Chriitiaps of ſmaller Attainments in Chrif:anity to 
come up unto them, For this cauſe, although 
ſeveral of our Seers, did ſo far See the State, 
which our Matters would efre long devolve into 
that they Laboured much to have the Principles of 
Truth concerning, The Church State of rhe Children 
born in the Churches, Declared and Aſlerted, in the 
Platform of Church —_— among the Firſt Prim- 
ciples of New England, nevertheleſs many Worthy 
men, were ſlow to make any Synodical Deciſiow of 
thoſe Principles,until there ſhould ariſe more occa- 
ſion for thePra#:ces,that were to be deduced from 
them. This Occaſion did in Twentv or Thirty 
years time, come on with ſome Importunity and 
Impetwoſity, when the Countrey began to be filled 
with the Adule PoFterity of the Firſt Planters ; a- 
mong which, there were Mulcitudes of Perſons, 
who by the good Effes of a pious Education 
under the Means of Grace, o bſervable ppon them, 
in their Proteſlion of the Faith, not A 
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by any thing ſcandalous in their Lift, deſerved a- 
nother Confideracion in the Churches, than what 
was alow:d untr, Uagans; and yet were not fo 
far Impr(1cd, in all the Points of a yan + 
Gedlmeſs, th..t they could boldly Demand an Ad- 
miftion untu the Aſyſteries, at the Table of the 
Enid ; th e Conditions whereof confined it unto 
perſins that were ſenſibly Grown in Grae:, and m 
tbe Knowledge of the Lord Feſus Chriſt. * The moſt 
of the Minilfers then, and before then, in the Land, 
were deſirous to h:ye the thus Qualified Pofterity of 
the Fail ful, acknowledged in the Churches, as 
the Nurſery, from whence a fueceſfive ſupply of 
Communicants, was to be expected ; and it was 
their Defiie, that this Nurſery might be Watered 
with Baptiſm, and Primed with Diſcipline, as well 
as cthert wile Dreſſed by the Miniſtry of the Word, 
Yea, they thought, that beſides the Internal Bene- 
firs of the New Covenant unto the Ele of God, 
the Sealing of that Covenant unto them, that were 
viſibly the Right Su5jefs of it, would be an Aſſu- 
rarce from Gvd, that when theſe perſons grow up 
to ycars of Diſcretion, He would infallibly make 
them the Offer ot His Cor:enant, and fo continue 
th. Geſpel oi ir, among them: whereas it They and 
Their, were no other accounted of than Heatbens, 
there would nor paſs many Generations, betore 
the Sacred Religion of Chrij?; would, chrough the 
j:1: wrath ot Heaven, be loſt zmong them, in ut- 
ter Heathemiſm. However, all men did not then 
fee all things | When the Church of Roxbury par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly in the year 1653. was put upon Doing 
what was their Duty in this Reſpe&t, our [ 
was yet ( he faid ) m the Dark about it ; he withed 
and wrote, That it might mot yet be preſſed ; and 
added, The Lord teach me Humility, Modeſty, Wiſ- 
dom m theſe :bings ! Many a day did this Excellent 
man ſpend now in Praying with Faftmg before 
God ; and when he was thus Engaged in the 
Exerciſes of a Sacred and Secret Fef, I find him, . 
inſerting this, as not the leaſt canſe of his being fo 

aged : The Caſe of the Children of 1be Church, in 
Regard of the Dottrine and Prafiice about it, Ob! 
that God would ſhow me His Mind and Way clearly 
io thoſe things : enable me to Teach them convincimg ly, 
and ſet. upow the Praftice thereof : and that the whole 
Countrey might be Guided aright therein ; That Abra- 
ham's Commending Power might bave its due Exer- 
ciſe, as to the Children of owr Churches, And that all 
the Remaining Knots, and Difficulties about Charch- 
Diſcipline, and tbe Management of Chrift*s -»iſible 
King dom, might once_be clearly Reſolved according to 
the Word. Lord, Humble me, and proſ”r my poor 
Studies, anil Teach me to know and do t1; whote Will 
herein | as Ezek. 43-11. And at another Timz; 
The Pothts about Church Diſcipline, I have been long 
aiming to lock more thoroup bly mto. Lord, Help and 
Guide me therein | and Grant that I may be key: from 
Extreams ( the great Unduing of the World: ) both 
from immoderate Rigidne(s, on the one Hand, vither m 
Principles, Spirit, or Prattice ; and in the cther hand, 
from wronging euber Trub, or Conſcience, by any ſinful 
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Compliance, To theſ: Devotions, he joyned inde- 
fatigablz Srudies upon the Great Queltion, then 
Agicated ; and the De termination of the Queſtion 
at laſt, was more Qwing untq kim, than unto 
any One man in the World: For He was 
a Great pare in that Renowned Syd ; 
that mzzt ac Foſten in the year x6 62. The 
Reſul: of the Synod afterwards publiſhed , 
was C.i-fly of his Compolſure, and when a moſt 
Elaborate Anſwer to that Refule, was Publithed 
by fome very worthy Perſons, that were then 
Diſſenters, the Hardeſt Service in the Defence was 
Atligncd unto him. In fine, Qur Lord Jeſus 
Chiiſt made thjs Great Man, even, while he was 
yet a Nowng man, one of the Greateſt Inſtruments 
we ever had, of Explaining and Maintaining che 
Truths, relatjng to the Church: State of the Poſteri- 
ty in our Churches, and of the Church Care, which 
our Churches owe unto their —_ and [ 
have laid before the Reader, one at che moſt Ex- 
tenſive and Expznlive Labours, that exhauſted his 
Life, when I have mentioned, The Propoſitions of 
the Synod abuut the Subject of Baptiſm. All that re- 
mains nece:lary, to Iliuſtrate this Paragraph of our 
Hiſtory, is to Deſcribe in a line or two, the Dsſ- 
poſitron which our Mitchel did proſecute this 
Grand Concer» withal ; and I will therefore only 
Tranſcribe aLittle from a JudiciousLetter of his, to 
Mr. Increaſe Mather, upon that $Subje&, which 
that Reverend Perſon atcerwards Pririted unto 
the Woild : with. an Unanſwerable Vindicauont 


of 
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' of theſe Fir Principles of New- England, both from 
che Imputations ot ApoZteſy, by fume ignorantly 
. caſt upon them, and trom whatever other Ob- 
jeftions might be advanced againft them. * As 
* for the Subſtance of the Cauſe werein we have En- 
* gaged ( faith he ) I am daily more and more 
© Confirmed, that it is the Cauſe of Truth, and of . 
* Cbriff, and that wherein, nor a little ot the Inter-- 
* et of Chrift's Kingdom, and of the Souls of men, 
*js laid up. We have been Refleted upon by 
* ſome, as ſeeking our ſelves, and Driving on, [ 
* know not what Deſign : though I cannot readily 
* Tmagine, what ſelf Intereſt or jelf End, we here 
© ſhould be led by in this macrer ; Sure I am, that 
© for my own part, I prejudice my felt much, as 
"to Name, Intereft, and Eaſe, for my appearing 
* in this Cauſe : Neicher was I fo unſenlible, as 
* not to teet ic from the Firſt, 1 know my felt ©o 
* be a poor, vile, ſinful Creature, and 1 can wnh 
* ſome feeling ſay, Chief of Sinners, and Leaſt of 
* Samts : but in this particular martcer, 1 have often 
* ſaid, 7 wiſh my Brethren could ſee through me 5; tor 
* I knew not any Deſign or Dejre 1 have in it, in 
* all the World, bur only that the +} of God 
* might be done among us, Wis Kingdom be ad- 
© vanced, theſe Churches, fetried on Right Baſes, 
© and flouriſh in the wayes of Truth, Purity and 
© Peace, and that the Good of ihe Souls of men 
© might be promoted, both in this, and after Ge- 
© nerations. Touching the matter it {c)i,chat hath 
* been in Debate, plcaſe fro comider at Lealure, 
« © thels Three Propoſirton:s *Fuclt, 
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* Firſt, The whole YVifible Gharch, under the New 
© Teftament is to be Baptiſed, ; 
| © S:condly, If a man be one in the Chardd, | 
- * ( whether admirtcd at Age, or in Infancy) no- 
" thing leſs than Cen/arable Eval, can pur fim out. 
: Thicdly, It the Parent be in the YVi/ible Charch, 
* hls Intant Child is fo allo. | | 
; © Whethe: the den png in hs 
Prop»ſirion of the $ ould be ied, as in | 
Ta hs wor or in -a Particular Chard: te, is a* 
© nother Coates : And % One my cp a | 
* akogerher fo peory in th Latrer, is I am 
* the Thing it ſat; viz. That they cnght 36 be 
© Baptifed, | yer ill I think, when all Stones are 
* Turned it will come to this, Ther all tbe Boptiſed 
* are and ought to be under Diſciplme in paritcular 
3 Charches. 
And now 'tis more than time for us to Diſmiſs 
this pact of our Mirchellien Pourtraiture, tiom any 
further Elaborations. 


$ 12, Mr. Witchel'g Defire had been, To be 
keys from Extreams ; and indeed there was nothing 
more Obſerveble in his Temper, than fuch a Study | 
of, a Temper in all Difficult Matters, as renders 
a Perſon amiitble, wherever tis Obſervable, Ire 
momber, I have met with a Note et a very ta- 
mous Preacher, who, in the midſt of many Tem- 
Lations on bath Hand:, relieved himfelt by Interpre- 
ting, from the, Contexc,that Paſſage in Eccleſ. 7. 
28, He that ſearch God foall come forth from z-—1 
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all to be meant ot a Deliverance out of all Ex- 


. creams. The Fear of God in our Mitchel, had this 
- Effet, and Rewaid ; And his w/c coming forth 


from all Exireams, was no where more Conſpicu- 

ous, than in thoſe points of Church-Diſcipline, for 

the clearing of which he had been, (1 may fiy 

u—_ )exerciled. Had the ſw:ct,Charicalzle, 
pr 


Amicable Spiriz, that Signaljze<d this Good man, 

end Ro as much as ic 
was by tim, a great part of the Eccleſiafica! Dif 
orld had been evaporated, and it 
d not been fo long betore the Names of Pref: 


erian and C ail, had been melted down 

into that Ove of thiced Brethren Ie was che 
wiſh of our , to have thoſe Two Things 
in the Srate of the Church, livelily Repreſented 
unto the e of the World . Firſt, the Grace, and 
then at the time, the Holmeſs, of th: Loid 
Jeſus Chriſt, the King of the Church : and for che 
of ſuch a Repreſentation, he thought 

nothing mare EffeAual,. than the middle way 3 
For the Cildren of the Faichful, to be taken withia 


' the Verge of the, Church, under the Wings of the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in his Ordinances, and under 
Charch care, Diſcipline, and Government, and -to 
be in a State of Initiation and Education, in the 


CIT, LC 


Church of God, and conſcquenily to have Bap» - 


fiſm, which is the Seal of Initiation : Bur that they 
Ihall not come up to the Lords Table, nor be ad+ 
micted unto an equal ſhare, with the Communicante, 
in the Management of Church Af aars, 7} ro 
| : ", 
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them, until, as a Fruit of the aforeſaid Helps 
and Meas, they attain to ſuch Qualifications, as 
may render their Admiſſion fair, ſafe, and com- 
foriable, boch to themſelves and others. His 
Words were, We mcke account, that if we keep 
Baptiſm within the Compaſs of the Non-Excommu- 
hicable, »d the Lords Supper, within the Compaſs 
of thoſe that have ( unto Charity ) ſomewhas of 
the Power of Godlineſs ( or, Grace in Exerciſe ) 
we ſhall be near about the Right Middle-way of 
Church-Reformation. And hence, when he had 
pleaded with as Irreſiſtible Reaſov, as Indefatiga- 
ble Study, tor the Grace of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, to be exhibited in our Churches, by Admi- 
niltring the Baptiſm of the Lord unto the Perſons, 
and Infants of all, who underſtand the Dofirine of 
Faith, and publickly profeſs ther Aſſent thereunto, and 
are mt Scandalous in Life, and Solemmly own the 
Covenant of Grace before the Church & Subjedd them- 
ſelves, and. theirs unto the Government of the Lord in 
His Church : He then tc himſcli ro plead for the 
Holineſs of that Kingdom, to be exhibited in the 
Churches, not only by Cenſuring the Baptiſed, 
when they tell into Scandalous Evils, but alſo b 

| Requiring further degrees of Preparation, in thoſe 
that they received unco the Supper of the Lord. 
Nothing was more agreeable unto him, than fach 
a Notion of Things, as Pelanus had, when Wri- 
ting ot -the Lord's Supper, he had theſe words ; 
Nec ad eam admittends ſunt wii, niſi privs Paſtoribus 


'* Eccleſia exploratum ſit, ec: weram Fidei Devirinam 
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Pelfe temere et profiteri, ac imelligere quid in [acre ca" 
»a agatur, quove fine, et ſeipſos probare peſſent, an ſmt 
in Fide.-- -Quoctrca etiam Catec i aut Imperiti, 'e 
wulgo, tamdiu differend; denec de Fide, et vita corum 
Paſtoribus probe conflet. Now, becanſe it may be 
a lingular Service unto the Churches, to lay before 


them the Judgmene of ſo Eminent a Perſon, up- 


on a Concern of ſome Curious and Critical Con- 
teſtation in them, I ſhall Reckon it no Digreſlion 
from the Story of his Life, to Recice the Reſulc 
of thoſe Meditations, in the Digeſting of which, 
no little pare of his Life did Roll away. He thes 
wrote for his own ſatisfaRtion, on Fanuer. 4. 1664. 
And I thall be glad, if it may now be for my 
Reader's. 
PROPOSITIONS. 

"I. It is a Neceſſary Qualification, in Worthy 
© Receivers of the Lord's Supper, that they Examine 
" themſelves, and Diſcern the Lord s Budy. x Cor, 
” 23. 32m 

* Il. Thoſe whom the Church Admits to the 
" Lord's Supper, malt b: ſuch as the in Charity 
* judgeth, that they can and will Examme ther 
* ſelves, and Diſcern tbe Lord's Body 5; Becayſe the 
* muſt Admit none, bue ſuch as are in Charity 
*( or viſibly) Worthy Recerters 3; and they, only 
*arc in Charity Worthy Receivers, who in Charity 
© have the neceſſary Qualifications of fuch. Eicher 
© ſhe mult give it only to vinoly Worthy Receivers, 

or ſhe may give it to viſibly Unworthy Keceivers, 

which were to profane and pallute ic.” We 
F © muſt 
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" muſt Diſpence Ordinances, unto fir and proper 
© SubjeAs, as Chriſt's faithful Stewards, x Cor, 4. 
c I, 2. 


© 11T. None can be ſuch Self-Examming and 
© Diſcerning Chriſtians without ſome Experience of 
© a Work of Grace, ( or without Grace in Exerciſe ) 
* ſo as to have an Experimental Saveury Acquain- 
* tance, with the Effentials of Efetinal Calling, viz. 
* Convidtion of Sax and Moſery by Nature, Illumi- 
* nation in the Knawkdge of the Goſpel, and Con- 
© verſim of Heart, by Repemtance towards God, and 
© Faith towards our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 1. Self-Exa- 
" »inatien implics both, that there is the Grace of 
* Faith and Repentance { or of Voecation ) the Matter 
" to be Examined: And alſo an Ability to Re- 
© flef# upon that Grace, that is and hath been 
*©* wrought in us ; og , and find to be 
© Approved, at lealt by a praponderatmg Hoye. 
6 > Difwag the Lord's Deb he abs forch 
” or Annunciation of His Death, imports fome 
© Acquaintance with, and Actual Eyimg of the 
main and moſt Spiritual Myſteries of the Goſpel, 
© concerning Chriſt, His Death, Righteouſneſs, Re- 
© Jemption, and all the Benefics thereof ; and thoſe 
F as exhibited in this Ordinance of the Supper. 
© 3. Fhat a lively or ſpecial Exerciſe of Grace, 
# ( by Reviving and Renewing our Faith, Repene 
© rance and Love ) is required in Preparation for, 
F and Paiticipation af the Lords Table, is abun- 
* dantly evident, both by the Senſe of the Expref 
* ſions aforelajd, and by the Scope of this Ordi- 

* Nance: 
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* nance, which is to Seal not only Usion, but A#- 
© wal Communion and Fruitien. 1 Cor. 10. 16. BY 
* the Adive Uſe of all the Outward Senſes, in RE- 
* ceiving the Sacrametir, implving that there maſt 
* be an Acal, and Ative Uſe of Exerciſed Seri- 
* [cs, in Reference to the Inward Part of it., 
* IV. None can appcar unto Ratiowel Charity td 
© have the Qualifications aforeſaid, without Holds 
* forth, tho ſame in fome- way or other. M 
© can judge of Internal Qualifications, no way, but 
* by External Signs. Inviſible Grace is made wiſhlt 
©to us by ſome Outward Tokens and Maniſeſta- 
* tions. Here, Eſſe , et Apparere, Non Eſte, «t No# 
n Appres, are all One, 
* V. Belides a Do&#rinal Knowledge of the Princi- 
© ples of Religion, there are Two Things Requi: 
* to the Holding forth of Grace in Exeicife (or ol 
*an Experimental Savoury Acquaintance with the 
* Eſſentials of Effeftual Callmg ) viz. 1. A Gracious 
© Converſation. 2, Gracious Expreſſions. By 4 
* Gracious Converſation, I mean, not only Freedom 
* from Notorious Scandal and Obſtinacy therein, 
* but a Converſation wherein ſome poſirrve Fraits 
© of Picty do appear, ſo as they that know the 
© Parties, can give a poſitive Teftimony for them. 
* Gal. 5.6. Jam. 2.18. 26. Gratious Expreſſions, of 
* Words arg, when a Perſon can to ſpeek of the 
" Eſſeptia's of Fffefiual Calling, as doth tignity, nog 
* only a Dottrivai, but a Prafical or Spiritual AG- 
* quaintance therewithal. "That theſe are Necfla- 
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* x. Good Words are in Scripture made the great 
" Sign of a Good Mearr, Mat. 12. 34, 35, 37» 
| © Prov. 10. 20. And if it be fo, in Ordinary Con- 

© verſion, much more may this Sign be expected, 
*when a man comes to Hold forth, and give Evi- 
® dence of the Grace that God has beſtowed upon 
* him, in Order to Partaking of the Lord's Table. 

© 2, Confeſſion with the month, is that by which 
_ * Faith Evidences it felf to be Savmg and Effettu- 
F al. Rom. 10.9, 10. 3. It cannot be imagined, 
* how a perſon can have had Experience oft a Work 
” of Grace, and that unto a Comfurtable Diſcerning 
F thereof in himſelf, but that he can ſpeak of it, in 
F ſome way or other, after a (avorry mamer. 

*YI. Hence, either a Relation of ihe work of 
® Converſion, ſuch as hath been ordinarily uſed, in 
© moſt of our Churches, or Some what Equivalent 
T thereunto, is neceſlary in order unto Full Com- 
F municn, Or, to Admiſſion unto the Lord: Ho 
® There is an Equivalent thereunto. 1. When 
* Account of the Eſſentials of Conwer/im is given 
Tin way of Anſwers, unto Queſtions propounded 
" thereabouts. 2. In a Serious, Solcemn and Sa- 
" youry Profeſſion,or Confeflion, De Preſents,i. e. 
* when a Perſon doth with Underſtanding and Af- 
* feft1on, expreſs and declare himiclt tenſible of 
® his Sm and Miſery, and Abſolute need of Chrif, 
© his Believing, or Caſting himſclt on Chriff, in 
© the Promuſe, for Righteouſneſs and Tife, and his 
© unfaigned Purpoſe & Dctiire, through the Grace 


« and urength of Chrilt, co Renoungs every Er 


% 
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© way, and walk with God, in the wayes of New 
© Obedience ; pointing alſo to ſome ſpecial Truths, 
© Conſiderations or Scriptures, that have or do 
* afte&t his Soul with Reference to theſe Things, 
* though he do not Relate the Series of former 


* Paſlages and Experiences. 3. When a Perſon 


© is eminently known to Exccl in Gifts and Grace, 
© ( as a long approved Miniſter of the Goſpel, or 
© other eminently ' Holy Chriſtian ; ) This, is 
* more than Equivalent to ſuch a Relation. 

* The Sum is, The Modus Agendi, may be va- 
© rious and mutable, and much therein left unto 
© the Prudence of Church Officers ; But the Thing is 
* neceſſary ; wiz. To Hold forth in one way or 
© other, Experience of a Work of Grace, or a 
© orattical Acquaint ence with the Eſſentials of Ef- 
* feftual Calling. The Reaſon is, Becauſe without 
©Tbiz, they cannot ſhew themſelves, able to Ex- 
© amine themſelves,and Diſcern the Lords Body which 
© is eſſentially Neceſlary to Worthy Receiving, and 
© hence the Appearance of it Neceſlary, in 2 
© Subje of orderly Admiſſion to the Lords Table. 
* A man muſt make a Relation to himfſclt ; wiz. 
" By Reviewing of his Faub and Repentance, or at 
© leaſt an Equivalent preſent Renewing thereof, in 
* Preparation for the Lords Table ; i. e. To give 
© himſelf a Comfortable Regular Admiſſion there- 
* unto, And ſhould he not Declare and Manifeſt 
* ſuch a Thing to the Chyrch or Officers thereof, 
* to give them a Comfortable Ground to Admit 


" him 2? 
j- F 3 © Obje, 
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* O5jefF. But why may it not Suffice, for a man 
© pnblickly to ſay, 1 Believe on Chrift, or do un- 
* ſeignedly Repent of my Sins ? or to Conſent to 
* ſuch Expreſſions being Read, or propounded 
*.unto him, without any more adoe ? 

* Anſw. 1. He that can Growndedly ſo fay, or 
4 =_ before God, Angels and Men, that he 
* bath, ( yea, knows that he hath ) unfeigned 
* Faith and Repemtance, can ſay ſomewhat more 
*. particularly to ſhow the Reality of his Acquain- 
” tance with thoſe things. And if he cannot ſay 
"it, Groundedly, it is not meet to put him fo to ſay. 

* 2. He that either Camut, or Will mot lay 
* any more than ſo, ( eſpecially in Times of ſuch 
* Light and Means, as we live in ) he renders the 
© Truth of his Faith and Repentance, Suſpicious, 10 
© as that Rational Charity, cannot acquieſce in it, 
*For all men know, that Faith is not dropt into 
© mens Hearts out of the Clouds, with previous, 
* concomitant, and Subſequene Operations z or, 
f if ic was firſt wrought in fancy, yet it will 
© ( eſpecially when grown to ſuch a Lively Exer- 
© cile, as fits for the Lords Supper ) ſhew it 
* felt in Efets ; Renewings, and Increaſfings, by 
F the Word and Ordinances, fo as a man will 
© be able to hold forth ſome Experience ot the 
© Operations of Grace. 

3- That Mode of Profeſſios, which the Ob- 
T xion mentioneth, hath been found by plen- 
* titul Experience, to be a Nurſe of kermality, & 
« religion, Now it is a Rule concerning the 

us 
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© Modus Agendi, or ſuch like circumſtances, That 
* when by Experience a thing proves Inconvent 
* ent, and ſubje&t to Abuſe, there ought to be 
© an Alteration thereof, 

*VII. Beſides this, from the Qualifications 
* Requiſite to the Lords Supper, there be other 
© Reaſons Serving to confirm the Neceflity of 
© Prattical Confeſſions ( viz. by Relations, or other- 
© ways, as was betore faid ) in thoſe that are 
* Admitted to full Communion. 

* As 1, Let thoſe Scripture Examples be conſider- 
e ed, wherein the Grace wieught in the faithlul, 
e is Evidenced, er Calle&ted, from the Lords 
« Dealings with them in the Work of Converſr 
e On, and Experiences relating thereto, or to 
« the Fruits thereof. See xn Theſ. 1.4, 5, 6, 7, 9s 
e 10. ---Let thoſe words be paraphraſed according 
e to their obvious Senſe, they will make up & 
e full Relation, And if Paul knew, or gathered 
« the Grace that was in the Theſſalontans, from 
« ſuch things as thoſe, does it not ſhow, that ſuch 
c things are a proper and rational Ground for us 
« © gather Grace from? Jf they be famouſly 
e known otherwile ( as they were in that caſe to 
« Paul ) it lufficeth, as was above ſaid ;3 but as 
e therwayes how ſhould they be known, but 
e from the parties own Mouth ? So Col. x. 4+ 8.- - 
« Is there not a kind of Relation, of the work, 
- and manner of the Converſion of thoſe 3000. 
.in A. 2. Set down in that Chapter? And 
« Conkquently, the Subſtance of ſuch a Relation, 
: F 4 we... 
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"or Work, was then de fafo, obvious to the 
" Apoſtles And fo, of the Converſion of Paul. 
v0 ap. 9. and of Cornelius, Chap. te. Tenn 
" we look into moſt of the Examples in the As, 
* Conſider, if they be not more immediately Re- 
" ducible to [. 4 manifeftation of a Work of Grace | 
* than to that of knowledge, and a Blameleſs Life ? 
" Pau} had little to ſay, tor a foregoing Blameleſs 
" Life, to the Diſciples of Damaſcus ; but a work 
© of Conver/iow he could hold torth to them, and 
"a Profe ſſi>n,de preſents, thereupon.So AF 9.26,27, 
* 2. Miniſters, in giving the Lords Supper to 
* Pertons, do give a Great and Solemn Teltimo- 
* ny rothem, | Take, Eat, This is Chriſts Body, 
* that as broken for you ; | therefore ſurely they 
" may rake, and 1cquire a Solemn Teſtimony frem 
* them, and had not need to bc Slight therein. 
© 3 The Power of Godlineſs will foon be loſt, 
if only Do&#rinal knowledoe, and Outward Blame- 
* leſneſs be accounted ſufficient, tor all Church- 
" Priviledges, and Prafical Confeſſions, ( or, Exa- 
© minations of mens Spiritual Eſtate ) be laid a- 
© ſide. For that which People fee to be Publick- 
"ly Required, and Held in Reputation, rbar will 
© they look aftor, and uſually mo more, but con 
T tent themſelves with That. Contider ; if this 
* hath not been a rcafon of the Formality and 
* Deadnefs, that hath overgrown many Churches. 
© Fanuary 4. 1664 
Thus did a Manuſcript of this Worthy Mans, 
_ -Row in my Hands, Harmonize with a Notable 
pallage 
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paſſage abour the Bohemian Churches. 


Demum, quia Objicieba- 
fur, Fratres non habers Ec+« 
Aefiam apertam cum plena 
Santtorum Communione, {cd 
Adminiftrare Sacramenta 
Nuibuſdam tantum ſibi ad- 
dittis ; Reſponſum fuit, 
Santt: dare non Santis, 
probibuiſie Chriſtum; Chriſts- 
aniſmumgue a penitentia, 
auſpicandum, non a Sacra» 
mentis ; neque Secundum 
Inftitutsz Chriſti  Abſolutio« 
nem nunciandam niſi Reſi- 
pilcentibus et: Credentibus, 
qu'd utrumque ( Paententte 
am 3 Fidem ) ne Superti- 
crarinm fit er fallax, 
E xploratione Indigere ; Ex* 
fl'ra'ione wero Tempore 
Tuft) : ef quia Nudis Sa-+ 
cramentis Salutis Vim ad- 
ſeribere, ex Opere Operato, 


Errorum an Papatu, Baſis 
a Sufficient Time for it. And 


eft, Errorem hunc corrigt 
non poſie aliter, quam ut 
certa probatione, nec alla 
Subitanea, Cordium Arcana 
R-velentur, Nowitiique diu 


tum E eplorentur 


Ratio Diſcipl. ®:c. 
Bohem. p. 4+ 5« 


SH 


| 


Becauſe it was objected, 
That che Brethren have 
not an open Church, with 
the full Communion of 
Saints, but admininiſter the 
Sacraments only to ſome 
of their own party ; It was 
Anſwered, That Chriſt 
hath forbid our Giving of 
Holy Things unto Unboly 
Perſons ; and that Chriltia» 
nity is to be Begun, with 
Repentance, and not with 
the Sacraments ; and thar 
according tothe Inſtitutions 


' of our Lord, Alſo/ution 1s 


} 


[ 


[1 
*% 
x 


not to be pronounced upon 
any but thoſe that R-pene 
and Believe ; both o: which 
( Repentance and Faith ) 
that it may not be Supe» fis 
cixry,and Fallacious, it mult 


| have ſome Exp/oration ; & 
this Exploration, mult have 


becauſe ro aſcribe a Saving 
Vertus, unto the bare Sa- 
craments Ex Opere Operato, 


' is the Bottom of the Errors 
& caute tum Informentur, | of Popery, this Error cannot 


otherwiſe be Corrected, 
than by this means; *- 
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by a certain, and no ſudden Trial, the Secrets of ment 


Hearts may bc 11id open, and Novices may be, witha 


long Cautier, both Inttructed and Examined, 


Reader, It the Beating out of Trath in Contro- 
verſies, that have Riſen: among us, relating to 
our Church Diſcipline had not been the ſpecial Ser- 
wice, wherein all our Churches beheld the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt making uſe of this our Learned, Able, 
Holy, and no lefs Conſiderate, than Conſiderable 
Mitchel, I bad not given thee fo long an Enter- 
tainment, as that of theſe Propoſitions ; Propoſitions 
which if they ſhould in the Opinion of any, fall 
ſhore of Demonſtrations, ang Contribute nothing to 
Unite and Settle the various Apprehenſions of 
ſome very Worthy men among us, about an Im- 
* portant Point in our Church- Government, yet they 
will in the Opinion of all ferve to expreſs the 
Diſpoſaions of Mind, which the rare Spirited Au- 
thor of them did both Live and Dye withal : 
They ſhow how much he was Againſt that Rigid 
Unſcriptural, Uninſtitutcd, and Unwarrantable 
Infiſting upon Modes, wherein fome of our Chur- 
ches, had linned fomctimes againſt the Grace of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and yet how much he 
was For all Scriptural and Rational Methed; to pre- 
ſerve the Churches from ſinning againſt the Ho- 
lineſ;, which does Become thoſe Houſes of God for & 


wer. 
« Q 13. 
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$ 13. I have ſaid, that the 7.;fe of our Mitchel 
was in a ſpecial manner Engrofſed, by the Serwi- 
ces of Explaining, Maintaining and Perfe&ing 
thoſe Principles, whereby the Chriſtian Religion, 
muſt be preſerved, with a True and Pure Church- 
State among us, and Conveyed and Secured unto 
Poſterity : and this Leads me to that part of his 
CharaQter, which Diſtinguiſhed him, as much as 
any One whatſoever ; Namely, A Care of all the 
Churches, Our Lord Jelus Chriſt complains, Thet 
the Children of this World are ( for fe 1 read it) 
wiſer for their own Generation, than the Children of 
Light, But our Mitchel was Wiſe for bis Genera- 
tien, and Exerciſed his Wit with much Contri- 
vance, and much Diligence, that his Generat on, 
even the Faithful People of God in the World, 
might be accommodated in all their - Intereſts. 
He was Endued with a certain ſoaring and ſe- 
rious Greatneſs of Soul, which rendred Fly catching 
too low a Buſineſs tor him ; though he were One 
of a very Lowly Spirit In his Diſpoſition to be al- 
ways Condemning of himſelf, yet he nourihed 
in himſelf a Generous Diſdain of Low, Lictle, 
Tritling' Matters, and was of a Leading Spire 
where hard Service was called for, and ot a Pwb- 
lick Spirit, for Doing of Service to as many as he 
could : His Thoughts moved in a large Sphere of 
Uſefulneſs, and he was continually projeting how 
to Do good, in the moſt exreaſive manner wn.a 
more than an whole Councrey. The Bucholazert 
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#n Expreſſion of the Apoſtolical MANTAXOYEIA 
mighe be transferred into our Account of Mr. 
AZ1ttchel : H: was a Circle, whereof the Center was 
at Cambri.lyc, ar:1 the Circumference took in more 
than all New LEuglind. Hence, when he ſet apart 
his Dayes for Secret Prayer with Faſting before 
God, he would Recapitulate jn his private Pa- 
pers, the Humbling O-cafions for Supplication, 
which he ſaw, not only in Afﬀicive Things on 
his own particular Flock, but alſo in all the ſad 
Sights, which in Diſaſters eicher upon the Ciwzl or 
Sacred Concerns throughout all our - Three Colonies 
and all Gradual Decayes of our Glory, occurr* 
unto him ; yea, and he would then Travel fo 
far, as co Obſerve the Condition of the Church 
throughout Great Britain, and the Nations of the 
European World : and all theſe Occaſions of Diſ- 
treſs and Requeſt, he would enumerate before the 
Lord, wich the Matters of his own Everlafting 
Welfare. From the ſame Heroick Vertue ( as I w/ 
properly call ic ) in him it was, that in the Weeky 
Mettings of the Neighbouring Paſtors, after the 
We kly Lectures in the Towns which he could vi- - 
fit ; and ar all ocher ſuch Meetings, he would with 
a moſt b«coming Diſcretion and Modeſty, be till 
putting forward ſomething or och-r, that might be | 
tor General Advantage: And wien the Miniſters | 
me: at any time fo much without Advantageous 1 
Ffedts of their Diſcourſes, that it could be aid, | 
'L he Time had been Smoaked away to no purpoſe, * 
ke wo.ld be Troubled at it ; It cauſed him once 
£G 
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to write this Lamentation ; Little done | I have 
begun 10 feel the ſadneſs of the preſent time, and the 
Lord's withdrawing from us and our Chariot wheel: 
taken off : 1 fad that in all Societies, where | have 
any thing to Do, Common wealth, and Church aud 
Colledge, things flick, and we draw Heavily, and No- 
thing can be gotten forward: All things, and all the 
Spirits of men, ſeem to be off the Hinges : Ob! Lord, 
Aﬀet my Heart therewithsl | In this Lamentation, 
the Reader finds the Colledge mentioned, and in- 
deed the Coljedge was nearer unto his Heart, than 
it was to his- Hewſe, though next adjoyning to it. 
He was himſelf an Accompliſhed Scholor, and he 
loved a Scholar dearly 3 but his Heart was fervent- 
ly fer upon having the Land all over Illuminated 
with the Fruits of a Learned Education. To this 
End, he became a Father to the Colledge, which 
had been his Mother, and ſought the Proſperity of 
that Society, with a very ſingular Sollicitude : but 
among other Contrivances which he had for - the 
Proſperity of the Colledge, One was, A Model for 
the Education of Hopeful Students at the Colledge in 
Cambridge. His Propoſals were, for Septennial 
Subſcriptions by the more Worthy and Wealthy 
Perſons, in this poor Wilderneſs; to be Diſpoſed 
of by Truſtees ( namely, the Magiſtrates an Mi- 
niſters of the ſix next Towns, for the time being, 
with ſeven other Gentlemen by them Choſen out 
of the ſaid Towns, of which any Seven to be a 
Quorum, if three Miniſters were among them, 
who ſheauld ſingle out Scholars cminently preg- 

nant 
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nant and pious, and out of this Bounty ſup 
them in ſuch Studies, as they ſhould by theſe Traſ- 
tees be direfted unto, until they had either perfor- 
med {uch profitable Services, as were Impoſed on 
them in the Colledge it ſelf, or prepared themſelves 
tor other Services abroad in the World. He was 
mightily atfeted with a Paſlage of Luhber';, If 
wer there be any Conſiderable Blow given to the De 
ls Kingdom. u muſt be by Touth excellently Educes 
ted. And therefore, Res icria eſt, Ingens eſt, Ic «: a 
ſerious Thing, a Whiighty Thing , and a Thi 
that bath much of the i, | of Chriſt, A 
of Chriſtianity in it, that Touth be well Trained 
up, and wam no Helps for that end ; that 
Schools, and School Maſters, and poor Scholars be 
mentained, It is the Flouriſhing of a Common Wealth, 
to be well 9 with Learned, Worthy and Able 
men for all Purpoſe, And God will not grve us [uch 
men by Miracle, ſeeing He hath wouchſafed us other 
wejesr, and meant to obtain them. Learning is an 
Unwelcome Gueſt to the Devil, and iberefore be 
would fam Starve it out, But we ſhall never long 
retars the Goſpel, without the Help of Learnng. 
Ang, if we ſhould have no Regard unto Religion, even 
the Outward Proſperity of a People in this World, 
would neceſſary Require Schools and Learned mew. 
Ala;, that none are carr ed with Alacrity and Sert- 
Ouſneſr ro take care for the Education of Touth, and 
to Help the World with Emmnen; and Able men. 
"Twas from Conlideraiions, liks theſe of Luther's, 
that he did with an Accuraty ans mudicious Pen, 
thape 
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"Rags theſe Propoſals. But, it New Englind then 
had not many P-cions in it, of the ſame In- 
clination wich Pope Paul 2, who pronounced 
them, Dereticks, char ſhould mcntiori the Name 
of an Academp, and exhorted People, that they 
would not put their Children to Learning, inaf 
much, as it was enough if they could but Read 
and Wrie; yet, through the Diſcouragements 
of Poverty and Selfiſhneſs, the Þ opoſals cams to 
nothing. Moreover, the Remarkable Acuteneſs 
joined with an ExtraoiCinary Holineſ, in this 
Renowned man, cauſed the Churches, in all Qunar- 
ters far and ncar, when thcic Difficult Chnreb: 
Ceſes called for the Help of Councils, ro make 
their Applications unto Cambridge,for Mr. Mitchel 
to come and Help them jn thcic Difficulties, 
And in thele Councils, as well as when Weighty 
Caſes have been laid before the Ellers of the 
Churches, by the the General Courts, though 
uſuaily moſt of the Miniſters preſ:nt were Elder 
than he, yet the Senſe and Hand of no Man, 
was relied more upon than His, for the ExaR 
Reſult of all. With fo much humble Wiſdom 
and Caution, did he Temper the Significam For- 
wardneſs at IWell Domg which he till carryed a- 
bout him, that the Diſproportion of Ape, hin- 
dered not the molt Aged, and Able, and Vene- 
rable Angels in gur Churches, from their Paying 
a very ſtrange Reſpet unto him. However he 
Encountred with ſuch Temptations as mult Brffet 
all chat have in them, any thing ol SR 
G 'or 
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For which gauſe, Once particularly, when he 
had been Admirably Acquitting himfelt in an 
Undertaking of Great Conſequence to the 
Churches, he came home, and wrote theſe words 
Aly Spirit was carryed out im too much forward 
meſs : I ſee cauſe to be deedly abaſed and Loath my 
ſelf, and baus down my Head before God and Mes. 
How do 1 mary Gods Work, and marr what Ex 
gives me therem, by my 01 Folly ! Sometimes ' 
am ready to Reſoiwve to put forth my ſcif na mort 
”n puvlick Work, but keep my ſelf Silent, and un- 
mngaped,s | ſee others do. But then 1 perceive, that 
this Taſteth of Forwardneſs and Pride. Lord, Grye 
me mere Wiſdom to manage and demean my ſelf ! 
But i thy Service and Honour may be promoted by my 
Weakneſs and Filly, Let me be willing to be Vile, that 
God may be Exalted. 2 Sam. 6. 21, 22. Upon the 
whole, he was unwilling to afte&t fuch an Un: 
ſerviceable Privacy, that they who paſled by his 
Houſe, might ſay, Hic /zus eff Mitchcllug, 


C& 14. I know not how far that Learned 
Frenchman, who Writes, The Conformity of the Com 
gregational Church-Government unto tbat of the Anct- 
ent Primitive Chriſ{1..,n1, hath tcen verified his Ob- 
ſervation, All Dij;ntereſted perſons may eaſily be per- 
ſwaded that the Congregational (Communion, Tet ams 
mrſt of the Apoſtonck, becauſe 1t 14 9118 only the Cream 
and Beſt of the others, but aiſo becauſe 1t bath more 
Charity, *Tis wery rarely ſeen ( faith he ) that and 
O.:: of the Congregational Way, dces nos Love " 

Goo 
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Good men of what Communion ſoever they be, and 
that they do not l of them, as of the Trye 
Churches of Feſus Chrift : whereas even the moff 
Sober honeſt party of Epiſcopal men, and 
ſome of the Prethyterians; art [0 ſtrowgly poſſeſſed with 
Prejudices againſt thoſe of Congregations, that | 
are in their Account, no better than Hypocrites, Schiſ- 
maticks, and men of ſtrange Entbuſiaſms, It any 
of the Congregations! way do not anſwer this 
Character, Let theſe Words Condemn them ; as 
I know thoſe of the Precbyrorian way in this 
Country, have by their Charitable Temper, much 
Confured that part of the Diſcourſe, by which 
they are here Characterized. But the Obſerva- 
tion I am ſure, was verityed in our Mitchel; 
who was one fully Satisfyed and- Eſtabliſhed ife 
the Congregational way of Church Government, and 
yet had a Spiris of £ommunicn for all Godly men itn 
other Forms, and was tar trom Confining of God- 
lineſs unto his own. 
with him, The Spirit of Chriſt, 1s @ Spirit of 
Communion | And I can tell, what he would 
have faid, if he had lived to fee the Books of 16 
Ridiculous a Schiſmatich, as he that has made him- 
ſelf Intamous by attempting to prove, That whert 
there is no Epiſcopal Ordmation, there is wo True 
Church, Miniſter, Sacrament, or Salvation. His 
Great worth Cauſed him to be ealkd torth ſeveral 


times, with an Early and Spec:a/ Reſpett form the 


General Cours ot the Colony, to Preach on the 
Urcatelt Solemnity that the Colony afforded x 
G Namely, 


Ic was a trequene Speech * 


/ 
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Namely, The Anniverſary Elifion of Governaur & 
iftrete: : And one of the Sermons which he 
| Preached on thoſe Occaſions, was after his Death, 
publiſhed unto the World, nnder the Title of, 
Nehemiah upon the Wall. . In that Sermon, Reader, 
Take notice of the Diſcovery which he gave of 
his own Chatbolick Charity, when ,he fays, © Do 
” not wrong and marr an Extelt:nt work, and 
* Profcffi>n, by Mixing and Weaving in Spurious 
© Principle-, or Prattices ; as thofe of Heparation, 
ao HAnabapi,m, Morellian ( Anarchical ) Confuſion, 
© If any would ſecretly *ewilt in, and eſpouſe ſuch 
* things as thoſe, and make them pare of our 
" Intereſt, we muſt needs Renounce it as rione of 
* owr Cauſe, no part of the End, and Deſign of 
© the Lords faichful Servants, when they followed 
* him #vto this Land, that was hit ſown. Seperation 
T and Anabaptiſm, 'are wonted Intruders, and 
* ſeeming Friends, but ſecret fatal Enemies, to 
" Reformation. Do not, on pretenc2 of avoiding 
* Corruption, run Into Sinful Separaticy from any 
© Trne Churches of God, and what is Good there- 
Tin; and yet it is our Errand into the Wilderneſs 
© ro" Study and Praftiſe True Scripture Reformationy 
C zhd' will bz our Crown, in the Sight of God 
© and Man, if we find ic and hold it, without 
© Adulterating deviations. Thus, though he were 
a Reformer, yer he had nothing in him of a 
Donatift : For which cauſe Mr. Baxter hcaring of 
him, ſaid, f an Occumenical Council could be ob- 
roined, Mr, Mitchel were worthy to be mo 
Mor. 


luch [the Tawn and Church, with our much younger 
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| derator. And this Diſpoſition of Charity, in him, 


was Rewarded; with the Reſpeas, which hg 
found from Learned and Pious men, that were 
in many things not of his own perſwaſion : Such 
Holimſ? , and Patience, and ſweet Condeſcen/wn 
Incomparable Abiluies accompanied 
wichal, that Good men, who otherwiſe 

from him would ftill ſpeak of him with Reve- 
rence. To give one Particular Inftance *. 'Tis 
well known that the Reverend Charles Chats 
Preſident of the ; and a Neighbouc 


Wircchel, at the Time of the Synod,  zealoully 
and | FER, by Pen as well as by Speech, op” 
poſed the S)hodalies Principles whereof Mr. 
wPitchel was no imall ; But fo far was 
the Diſſent berween them, in the very Heat and 
Heigbth of all the Controverſy, from cauſing the 
Reverend Old Man to Handle . his Antagoniſt, 
in any meaſure as the Angry Dieſcorus did the 
Diſlenting Flavien, in the Council of Epbeſa, 
that he would commonly ſay of him, 1 know ne 
man in this World, that 1 could Envy ſo much, 4s 
Worthy Mr. Mitchel, for the Greas Holineſs, 
Learning, Wiſdom. and Meekneſi, and other Quali- 
ties of an Excellent Spirit, with which the Lord 
Teſus Chriſt bath Adorned him. 


Sg 15. And ſhall we alittle more particular- 
ly- Deſcribe that Holineſs, of this Exceliens Man, 
which ws have ſo otten mentioned ? It 1s 
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an Aphoriſm of a Machiazel, | and, Reader, was 
1: not worthy of a Machiavel | | That be who 
rites an Hiſtcry, muſt be a man »f no Re/igion. 
By that profane Rule, the firſt and che beſt Hilto- 
rian m the World, the moſt Religious MOSES, 
was ill accompliſhed tor a Writer ot Hiforz. But 
the Hiſtory, which we are now Wiiting, does 
Proteſkedly intend nothing fo much as the Ser- 
Vice ot Religion, even of that Religion, whereof 
our MITCHEL made an Exemplary Proteſlion. 
Wheretcre we go on, to ſay ; Know, Reader, 
That he was a Great Example of a Walk with 
God, He was much in Prayer, much in; 
Fafting, Sometimes taking his Virtuous Wife, 
therein to make” a Comſors with himz and 
ſometimes alſo he kept, whole Dayes of Thankſ- 
*iving privately with his Family, beſides what 
"ic did more publickly ; Devoting himſfelt, as a 
"bank Offering to God, for his Mercier, with a Rea- 
onable Service, In his Diary, He bertimes laid that 
Aule upon himſelf, Oh ! rhar I could Remember thi; 
Rule, never to'go to Bed, until | bave had ſome Re- 
newed ſpecial Communimn with God ! He kept a 
ſtrict watch, over not only his Words, dot allo his 
very Thougbts;; and if by the Refle&:ons, which he 
was continually making on himſelf, he judged 
that his Mind had not been always fult cf Fea- 
wen, that his Heart had bzen, what he calted, hard 
and flight, that he had been Formal, in his Dewvors- 
#ns, that he had not prefired abundantly by the 
Sermons of other men, that hg had not _ 

Oſt» 
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Conſcience of Doing all the Good he could, when 
he had been in any Company ; he would put Stings 
into his Refletions, and Rebuke and yen. + 
himſelf with an Holy Indignation. Severe mighe 
ſeem the Rule of R. Hanma, If two ſit togerber 
and there be no Diſcourſe of the Law, "tis the Seat of 
the Scornjul: Severe might ſeem che Rule of 
R. Simeon, If Three do Eat at one Table, and ſay 
notbing about the Law, they are at if they Eat the 
Sacrifices of the Dead ; And ſevere might be the 
Rulz ot R. Hananiab, He that wakes in the Nige 
or walks by the way, and let's bis Heart lie Idle, ſims 
againſt his own Soul : But our Adrtchel reckoned 
ic no Severity unto himfelt, to impoſe upon him- 
ſelf ſuch Rules as theſe for his Converſation. * I 
have Read, That Five Devout perſons being toge- 
ther, there was this Queſtion ſtarted among them, 
How, In what wayes, By what means, tbey ff 
themed themſe/wves in AbHaining from Sin agamit t 
«God of Heaven ? The Firſt y © ctr 1 frequently, 
meditate on the Certainty of Death, and the Uncertain- 
ty of the Time for my Death, and this makes me 
Live in the Fear of Sm, every Day as my Laſt, The 
Second Anſwered, I [requently meditate on the ftritt 
Account of Sim that I am to gree at the Day of Judg- 
ment, and the Everlaſt ing Terments m Hell, to be 
mnflicted on them that can give no Good Accoum. The 
Third Anſwered, I frequently meditate © the vile- 
meſs, and filtbineſs, and loathſomeneſs of Sin, and the 

Excellency of Grace, which 1 contrary unto ſo wile . 4 
Thitg. The Fourth Anſwered, 1 frequently medi- 
G 3 " bate 
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fate on the Eternal Rewards and Pleaſures Reſerved 
# Heaven, for them that avoid the —y of Sm, 
which are but for a moment; The Fifth Anſwered, 
| frequently meditate on the Lord FESUS CHRIST, 
md His wondrous Live to miſerable Smmers, tn Dying 
t Curſed and a Bitter Death for our Sm; and this 
Helps me to Abſtain from Sin, more than any other 
confideration whatſoever 5; And the Anſwer ' of this 
Jaſt was indeed the greateſt of all. Now all theſe 
were the Subjects, which our Holy Mitchel, ob- 
liged himfelf to an affiduous Meditation *upon ; 
d by Meditating on theſe it was, that he be- 
came very Holy.' Moreover, he was as Holy men 
uſe to be, very folicitous to make a due Improve- 
ment of all Afii&ons, that the Providence of Hea- 
ven dilpenſed unto' him. He would Tay, hen 
God perſonally Afiitts a man, it is as if He called mo 
the man by Name, and jogged bim, and ſaid, Ob ' Re- 
, be Humbled, be Serious, be Awakened © Yea, 
e could not ſo much as be kept a' little from 
the Labours of his Miniſtry, by an Hearſe Cold 
arreſting him,wichout wricing down this Improve- 
mc: of it; My Sin is Lopible in the Chaſtiſement : 
coi: "ities, cold Prayers ( my woice im Prayer, i. C. 
x; Tparts of Prayer fuarfully gone) miy Coldneſs in 
my whole Converſation, chaſhſed wih a Cold ; ] fear 


that I bas mot Improved my voice for God formerly | 


. as | might have done, and therefore He now takes it 
,-om me. But the Afiitiown which moſt of 'all Ex- 
erciſed him, ſeems to have been in the ſucceſlive 
Dearh of many and Lovely Children, though _ 
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them, in their fancy. "Tis an Obſervation made - 
by ſonic, upon ſeveral Paſſages in the Scripeurs 
conce11iing that Generous and Gracious man, De» 
vid, that he was Liberorum Amantiſſimus, full of 
Atfections to his Children; and that was to be 


Obſerved in our Mr. Jonathan Mitchel; for which 


cauſe, when his Children were Sick, his Paternal 
Bowels tel: ' more than ordinary wounds ; and. 
when they were Dead, his Humiliations thereup» 
on were extraordinary. He wiote whole Pages 
of Lamentations on ' theſe Occaſions 3 and one* of 
his Infants particularly Expiring hetore jt could be 
brought forth to an orderly Bapriſm, I cannoe bae 
Recite a little ot the Meditations then written by 
him : It was @ furtber ſad Hand of the Lord ( faies 
he ) that it ſhould Dy Unhaptiſed. Thengh I do wet 
think they are Orthodox, that hang Salvation upew 
Baptilm, 4d net rather upon the Covenant, yet «as © 
it 11 appointed to be a Confirming Sign, and as it i 
an Ordmance of Grace, ſo to be Deprived of it, is @ 
great Frown, and @ ſad Intimation of the Lord's An. 
ger : And though it may be wel with with the Child 
notwithitanding ( that it becomes me to leave unto the 
Lord ! ) yet it is to us a Token of Diſpleaſure. And | 
wh ut Conſtruttians or Thoughts tending to the Lord*s 
Diſhowour, it way Occaſim, I know net : That after 
my Labours im Publick about Infant Baptiſm, rhe 
Lord ſhould take away my Child with:ut and before 
Baptiim ! Hereby che Lord does again and again make 
me an Example of Hi; Diſpleaſure before a'l men, as 
if He did ſay openly, that He bath @ (rc:ial Contre- 
SG. werlg 
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werſy with me ; Thus Remarkably taking a2vay One 
| abs another. The Lord brows on forth, and 


. makes me go up and down, a; one [ſmitten of God : 


* Nulla Dies fine lines. 


The Lord [pits in my Face by this Thing. See 2 Sam. 
12.12, Numb. 12. 12. Deut. 28. 45, 46, 5 8, 59. 
Such, and many more were the workings of his 
Tender Soul under his Repeated Aflitions, And 
ſuch were the Unſearchable Dealings of God, that 
beſides the Children which he ſent unto Heaven 
before him, when he went unto Heaven hijraſelf, 
he left behind him Three Sons, and Two Daughters, 
all of which Lived unto ſomewhat of Youth, yer 
they have all of them ſince dyed in their Youth : 
Except only a Virtuous Young Gentlewoman, 
married unto Captain Stepbey Sewal of Salem 
unto whom ( with her Offlpring, the only Poſte- 
rity of this Great man ) may the Lord multiply 
all the Bleflings of that Covenant, for which 
their Progenitor proved ſo Scrviceable a Pleader 
in his Generation ! 

The laſt Thing that ever he wrote in his Re- 
ſ:rvec Papers, after he had Bitterly Reproached, 


The $ r 14 Deadneſs, Straitneſs, Enmity, and Unſa- 
b 


wourineſs ( as he called it ) pow bis own Heart, up- 
on which 41e added this Pathetical Expreſſion, - [ 
feel 7 ſhall fall, and tumble down mio the Pit of Hel, 
of left unto my ſelf ; It was June 7.1668. To quick: 
en his Cares of Daily Meditation 

* Firſt. Far Younger than I, ſome of them 
” now got to Heaven, have done much this way. 


# Secondly. 
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* Secondly. Meditation, yea, Daily Meditation, 
Tin general, is an Indiſpenſable Duty. P/al, 1. 2, 
a Pſal. 119. 97. And becauſe it is fo, there 
* may be ſomething of Meditation in Prayer, in 
© Reading the Word ; Foſh. 1. 8. with Deut.17.19, 
© and in Occaſione! Tranfient Thoughts : yet ſurely 
* ſome ſert Mediation daily beſides theſe, is at leaft 
* ro me a Duty, who am ſet apart, for the Holy 
© Work of the Miniſtry, wherein it would be ” 
© Helpful, as well as to my own Soul. . 

* Thirdly. Heaven is here begun upon Barth : 


* ſhall I be Thinking on, and Talking with, Chriſt, . 


*to all Eternity, and not Diſcourſe with Him 
* one quarter of an Hour in a Day wow ? | 

© Fourthly. The Great Enzmies of all Goqd, 
© Fleſh; Satan, and World, do of all other things, 
© moſt oppoſe Meditation, which ſhowes that there 
© is much Good in it. Fieſb, by Awkneſs, Giddi- 
© refs; World, by DiſtraRtions ; Satan, by ſtirring 


© up both. Lord, Awaken me, and keep me Awake ! 


16. But what and when, was the End of 
this H. ly Walk? The Incongruities, and Incon- 
filtences,ot W:forians,arc not more notorious in any 
onceArticle,than in that of,the Deaths of ghe Hero's, 
whoſe Lives they have Eternized., With what Varie- 
ties are the Deaths of Cyrus,of Antiochns,of Alexander, 
of Hannibal, of Romulnus,of Scipio,ot Plato,of Ariffo- 
tle, reported 2 There is hardly any Philoſopher, 
but he Dies Twice or Thrice over in Laerring; 
and there is hardly ene of Platarchs ae 
/ bur 
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but he Nies as many wayes, The Death of our 
itchel, cemains pow to be Related, with more 
of Cer:a;mty. Thovgh Bodily Exerciſe does profit 8 
little, as the ApaſiJe concedes, namely, to the 
Healch of the Body ; and Mr. Mitchel had from 
a Piinci;le of Geopen, uſed himſelt to Bodily Ex 
#rciſe ; neverthelets he found ic would not wholly 
free him from an Ill Habit of Body. Of extream 
Leen, he ſnon' grew extream Fat ; and at laſt, in 
an extream' Hae Seaſon, a Fever arreſted, him, 
juſt aſter he had been Preaching on thoſe words, 
1 knew that thuu wilt brivg me to Death and unto 
the Houſe appointed for all the Living. The' Fever 
did not ſeem to Threaten - his Death 5 however 
in his Ilinefs, to them, that viſited him, he faid, 
Fele Lord Feſus Chrift have any Service for me' to 
for Him, and His Dear People, I am willing to Do 
it ; but if my Work be Done, His Will be done ! But 
the Diſtemper ſuCcdenly* aſſaulting him, with a 
Mortal Malignity, and Summoning him to the 
Houſe agpointed for all the Linmg, he fell to Admi- 
ring the manifold Grace of God unto him, and 
broke forth into theſe words, Lord, Thou calleff me 
gway to Thee ; I know not why, if I look to my ſelf ;; 
but at thy Bidding, I come ! which were 1 me of 


the Laſt words, that he ſpoke in the Worl.) : For 


his Friends, who had not, for many Hours, En- 
ecrtained the Expectation of any {uch diſmal E- 
vent, were compelled in Fiords ot Tears, to fee 
him Dy, on July 9. 1668. in the Forty Third 
Year ot his Age ; When ( as one expreſſes that 

matter ) 
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matter ) he kefe his Body to be dipped in the 
River of Fordes, that aſterwards in its ReſurreRi- 
en, paſſing into Canes, it may, beyond the Sto- 
ry of Achilles, become Impenecrable and [nvulne- 
rable. Wonderful were the Lememations, which 
this Deplorable Death fill d the Churches of News 
Englend withal ; For as the Jewiſh Rabb#7: Lamen» 
ted the Death of R. Foſe, with ſaying, That af- 
ter his Death, Ce{arunm Borri, i. &. Viri tales, in 
quidus eonmes, tum KEru«itionis, cum Virtutis, ounculs 
erant : 50, after the Departure of our 

it was fear'd thete would be few more fuch Ric 
Grapes to be ſeen growing in this Unthankh 
Wilderneſs. Yea, they Speak of this Great man mn 
their "Lamentations to this 'Day: and what 
ſpeak is briefly the fame, thar One of our 
Eminent Perſons has Wrir, in _ Ly 
New England ſhook, when Pillar tg 
the Ground. 


EPITAPH. 


ND now, Reader, Let us go to the beſt of 
Poets in the Engliſh Nation, for choſe Lines, 
which may, without the leaft wrong to Truth 


be applied as an EPIT APH, to this beſt” 


of Preachers, in our little New Engish Nation. 
The Incomparable Dr. Blackmores Orator Tylon, 
ſhall, now be our MITCHEL, 


'Th 
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[ S theGreat Mitchel,whoſe Immortal worth; 
Raiſes to Heav'nthe Iſle that gavo him Birth, 
A >acred Man, a Venerable Prief, 
Who never ſpake, and Admiration miſt. 
Of Goog and Kind, he the juſt Standard ſeem'd, 
Dear to the Bezt, and by the Worf Eſteem'd. 
A Gcn'rous Love, diftus'd co Hymane kind, 
Divin: Compalſiioy, Mercy unconfin'd, 
Still R:ign's 1riumphant, jn his Godlike Mind. 
Grea'ne/s and Modeſty their Wars Compoſe, 
Bew ©: them here a perfeRt Friendſhip grows: 
His Fr, this fu4oment, Learning, Equal riſe ; 
Livinely Pumle, yer Divinely Wiſe : 
H- f- :m'd Expreſs, on Heawns High Errand ſent, 
As \cſes Meek, As Aaron Eloquent. 
Nettar Gitine flows from his Heavnly Tongue, 
And on his Lips, darming, Perſwaſion hung. 
When he the Sacred Oracles Reveald, 
Our Ravith'd Soul in bleſt Encbantments held, 
Seem'd loit in Tranſpores of Immortal Bliſs 
No Simple Man could ever ſpeak like This ! 
Arm'd with Czleſtial Fire, his Sacred Darts 
Glide thro” our Breaſts,& melt our yielding Hearts, 
So Southern Breezes, and the Springs mild Ray, 
Unbind the Glebe, and thaw thz Froz2n cliv. 
He Triumph'd o'er our Souls, and at his Will, 
Bid this Touch'd Paſſos riſe, and that be (ill. 
Lord of our P s, he, with wondrous Art, 
Could ttriks the Seccer Muveimcinis of our Heart 3 
Releale 


f, 
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Releaſe our Souls, and make them ſoar above, 


Wing'd with Divine Deſires, and Flames of 
Heav'nly Love. 


But what need TI travel, as far as Eurcpe for 
an Ekgy upon this Worthy Man ? Lect it be 
known, that America can Emvalm Great Perſons, 
as well as Produce them , and New England can 
beſtow, an Elegy, as well as an Education upon 
its Hero's, Let this Attempt at Poetry, now find 
a Room in our Pages. ; 


Toth MEMORY of the 
REVEREND 


JONATHAN MITCHEL. 


» ,. Quicquid Agimus, quicquid Tatimur, 
wvenit ex Alto. 


HE Countries Tears, be ye my Spring ; my Hill 

A General Grave; Let Groans inſpire myQuill, 
By a warm Sympatbie, I.et Feaveriſh Heat 
Roam thro' my Verſe unſeen : And a Cold Sweet 
Limning Deſpair, attend me : $izh; diffuſe 
Convulſuns thro' my Language, tuch as ule 
To Type a Gaſping Fancy ; laſtly, Shroud 
Religions Splendor in a Mourning Clcud, 

Repigts 


| { 
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Replete with Vengeance, for Succeeding Times, 
Fertile in Woes, more Fertile in their Crimes. 
Theſe are my 4»fes ; Theſe Infpire the Sails 
Of Fancy, with their Sigh, inſtead of Gales, 
Reader,Reayl Reverend Mitchels Lite, & then 
Conteſs the World a Gerdian knut agen. 
Read his Tear deluy'd Grave, and then decree, 
Our pielent Hoe, and furure Miſerie. 
Stars Falling ſpeak a Storm ; when Sarmel dies, 
Saul may Expe& Pbiliſtia's cruelties. 
So when Jehovahs Brigbter Glory fled. 
The Temple; //rael toon was Captive led. 
Geneva s Triple light made one Divine : 
But here that val} Triumyirate combine 
By a bleſt Metemp/3cby/ir, to take 
One Perſon for their larger Zodiack. 
Jn Sacred Cenſures, Farels dreadful Scrol 
Of Wirdi, broke from the Pulpit to the Sol, 
In Balmy Ce mforts, Virets Genius came 
From th'iWrimlicd Alps,oWooethe Weſtern Dame; 
An | Courting Cambridge, quickly thok from thence 
Her Laſt Degree: of Kh*ronick and Senſe, 
Celv'ns | aconicks t.1 v his DoRrine Spred, 
And Childrens Cbillren with their Mam ted, 
His Expolition Gene/i begun, 
And tatal Exodus Eclips'd his San, 
Soms lay, thar Souls ott fad Prexſages give : 
D:ath breathing Sermons t,ught ns Jaſt to Live. 
His Syſtem of Relrgion, Lalf unheard, 
Full Dowble, in his Preachmg Life appeard. 


He's 
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es gone, to whi:m his Cougry owes a Love 
Worthy the Prudent Serpent, S— Dove. F 
| Religions Penoply, the Sinners Terrour, 
Death Summon hence; Sure hy a Writ of Errouy ! 
The Quaker Trembling at his 7 hunder, fled ; 
And with Caliguls reſum'd his Bcd, 
He, by the Motions ot a Nobler Spirit, 
Clear'd Men,and .nade their Notions Swit! mberit. 
. | The Mwnfer Guolin, by his Holv Flood 
* | Exorcisd, like a Thin Phantaſme ſtood. 
Browns Babel, ſhatter'd by his Ligh:ning, fell 
And with Confuſed Horror pack'd to Hell. 
The Scripture, with a Commentary bound, 
Like a Loft Calice) in his Hear: was found. 
heo he was Sick, the Air, a Feever took, 
And Thirſty Phebus quaff'd the Silver brook : 
When Dead, the Sphere: in ſbunder , Clouds, 8 Rain 
Groan'd his Elegium, mou n'd and wept our pain 
Let not the Brazen Schiſmatick aſpire ; 
Lors leaving Sodom, I:te them to the Fire 
"Tis true, the Bee's now dead 3 but yet his Zimg 
Death's to their Uronſh Doctrines yet may b.ing. 


EPITAPHIUM, 


en 
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Here Lies within this Comprebenſive Span, 

The Churches, Courts, and Countreys Jonathan. 

He that ſpeaks Mitchel. gives the Schools tle Liz 3 
Friendjhip. m bim gain'd an Ubiquity, _ 
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ERRATA. FE: 
In the Preface. p. 7. in the Margin. r Infant SG 
P- 12.1, 13 tor which, r. with p.19. | 19. dele ze, 
P- 23-1. 22. r. Enlarge p. 49: |. 28. r. Largelt. | 
Pug. 62. 1. 20.t. as, r. es. p. 86. 1. 49+ *t With. T, 
Withour, 


Adver:1{mecnt. 


Here is now in th2 Prefs, a {mall Book, En- 
tituled, Dunftiaciens tollow'a with De 
Itrverances. Or, a hrici Ditcourlc on the Myer 
and Mubol of that Hum:lation, which, would bu 
an Hopztul Symptom of our Deirverance trom 
Caluninvy. Ac:ompanied and Accommodaccd 
with a Narrative of a Notable Delrverance lawely 
Recurved, by {orm: Englith Captcves, trom tlic 
Haumnds of Cruel {ans ; and f..m- Improvement 
ot that Narratzze. As allo a Relation of one 
Hannah &;varin, Containing mnaany Wondertul 
Paſſapes, cuncerning hcr Captivity, and her 
Deliverance. 
Pinecd lor, and Sold by Somuel PF:/11ps, at 
the -Biick dliop, near the O-d Meetmg-Elouſe in 
Beſt on. I GY. 
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